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Vorss of April 16, 1777. 


The Houſe was movel, That the Order 
e made upon Wedneſday laſt, for referring 
<« the ſeveral Accounts Creſecting the Civil 
« Lift] which were then preſented to the 
„ Houſe, by the Lord North, by His Ma- 
« jefty's Command, to the Committee of 
the whole Houſe, to whom it was refer- 
«red to conſider further of the Supply 
6e granted to His Majeſty,” might be read. 


And the ſaid Order being read accordingly 


A motion was made and the Queſtion being 
put, That the ſaid Order be diſcharged,” 


It paſſed in the Negative, 


Mr. Wilkes (aid, 
Mr, Speaker, 


Tu ER E is not a Gentleman in this 
Houſe, or in the kingdom, more anxious than 
I am that the ſplendor and dignity of the crown 
of England ſhould be maintained in its trueſt 

"9%, © B luſtre, 


of the Civil Liſt. It was admitted that the 


133 


luſtre, although for above a courſe of fifteen 
years I have received from the Crown only a 
ſucceſſion of injuries, and never in any mo- 
ment of my life the lighteſt favour. I had 
the honour, fir, of a ſeat in this Houſe, when 
the affair of the Civil. Liſt was firſt agitated in 
Parliament in the beginning of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign, when every good ſubject 
| hoped to have more than the idea of a Patriot 
King. I then acquieſced in the propoſed grant. 
The acceptance of an annuity of 800,000), 
and the giving up to the public the ancient, 
| hereditary revenues of the crown, originated 
from the Throne, It was propoſed to this 
Houſe in the uſual mode by Mr. Legge, then 
chancellor of the Exchequer. Parliament 
adopted the propoſition, and it was accepted 
with gratitude by the King. The miniſters 
of that time declared to this Houſe the King's 
entire ſatisſuction, and that his Majeſty ſhould 
be happy to be delivered from the diſagreeable 
neceſſity of ever applying to Parliament, like 
his predeceſſors, to make good the deficiencies 


allowance was competent, ample, moſt fully 


adequate to the wants, and even to the ſplen- 
dour | 


ty): 


Jour of the crown. Parliament granted all 
the Sovercign aſked, and made the grant in 
the very mode propoſed by the miniſter. The 
Civil Lift AR expreſsly declares in the pre- 
amble, that 800,000l. fer annum, © was a 
* certain and competent revenue for defraying 
the expences of his Majeſty's Civil Govern- 
* ment, and ſupporting the dignity of the 
* crown of Great Britain.” The nation 
thought themſelves aſſured of not paying more 
than Boo,o20l. per annum to the Civil Lift, 
and gave that ſum chearfully for the trappings 
of royalty. In the Speech at the cloſe of that 
ſeſſion our gracious young Monarch told us 
from the Throne, that he could not + ſufficient y 
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+ The fame dull, threadbare, vulgar expreſſion, 
cannot ſufficiently thank my faithful Commons, is 
repeated in the King's Speech at the end of the laſt 
ſeſſion, June 6, 1777. I cannot ſufficiently thank 
* my faithful Commons for the zeal and public ſpirit 
* with which you have granted the large and extranr- 
« dinary ſupplies, &c, &c. Will there never be a 
ſuffcienty of money trom his faithful Commons to the 
King, or of thanks from the King to his faith/! 
Commons, or are they both to proceed pari paſu till 
the poor people of this country find their axfaith;ul 
repreſentatives have given away the very power of 
giving ? The ſifficienq of 1760 did not /ifice to 1769. 

ihe 
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thank us, an! that he tj ought himſelf much ab. 
liged to us for what more immediately concerned 
himſelf. By this bargain, fir, with the public 
it was generally under{tood, and indeed admit- 
ted at that time, that his Majeſty would be a 
gainer of near 7, oool. per annum. T he noble 
Lord with the blue ribband has unfairly drawn 


his calculations from only the 4% eight years 
of the late King's reign. He ought to have 


taken the whole of that reign together. In 
ſame years the Civil Lift was very deficient ; 
in others it greatly exceeded the ſum of 
80, odol. As this is peculiarly a day of dry 
calcu'ation, I will obſcrve that from the ac- 
counts delivered in to Parliament, it appeared, 
that in the 33 years of George the Second's 
reign, from Midſummer 1727 to Midſummer 
1700, the Civil Lift produced only 26, 182,98 11. 
whereas 800,000). for 33 years amounts to 
26,400,000]. ſo that, there is a deficiency of 


. 217,019l. The gain therefore on a net re- 


venue 


— 
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The ſufficrercy of 1769 did not ſuffice to 1777, How 
long will the /afficicnry of 1777 ſuffi.e? When will be 
the next demand, and of conſt quence the next grant 
of mone) from. jarrhjful Comment, und of conle- 
ence the next © IT cannot ſufficiently thank my faiths 


** 


Commons: 
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venue of Soo, oool. is on an average above 
6,5761. a year. The ſum of 800,000], was 
at that time thought abundantly ſufficient to 
ſupport the ſplendor of the crown, and the 
Majeſty of this great people. His Majeſty has 
received befides 172,605]. the arrears of the 
late King's Civil Liſt, r00,000). on account of 
Somerſet-houſe, and an additional grant of 
513,5 111. in the year 1769, to diſcharge all 
incumbrances. The death of the Princeſs 


Dowager of Wales was a faving of Go, oool. 


a year, and the Duke of York 12,0001. a 
year, Yet, fir, we are now told of another 
debt of 618, 340l. and called upon to pay 
that likewiſe, notwithſtanding the former bar- 
gain with the public. The very propoſal im- 


plies another violation of f ublic faith, Sir, 


I will venture to ſay, if we are indeed juſt 
truſtees for the people, if we conſcientiouſly 
reflet that their wealth is intruſted to our 


care, that we are the guardians of the public 
purſe, we ought to ſtop this growing evil, and 


reprobate the idea of ſuffering their money 


to be thus ſquandered, as well as the coun- 


try drained by a variety of taxes. I muſt 


add, ſir, taxes impoſed to ſupply a pro- 
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fuſion, which ariſes from a violation of a ſo- 
lemn compact with the nation, and renders 
the limitation of the expences of the crown 
by Parliament the moſt vague and abſurd of all 
propoſitions. The power of controul of the 
expences of the crown is the being and life 
of Parliament. What traces do we now 
find of the exiſtence of this power? Are the 
accounts on our table proofs of our boaſted 
oeconomy? and is meanneſs thus nearly allied 
to prodigality ? 

There is at preſent, fir, a peculiar cruelty 
in thus endeavouring, to fleece the people, 
when we are involved in a moſt expenſive, as 
well as unnatural and ruinous, Civil War, 
and burthened with an enormous load of na- 
tional debt, the intereſt of which even we 
are ſcarcely able to ſtand under. Is there no 
feeling for the ſufferings of this impoveriſhed 
country? Are the people really nothing in the 
ſcale of government? The principal of the 
national debt is ſtated to us at Midſum- 
mer 1775 to amount to the aſtoniſhing ſum 
of 135,943,051 |. and the intereſt to 4,440, 821]. 
Is this the time, fir, that a miniſter can with 


an unembarraſſed countenance come to Parlia- 
ment 


1 


ment to lay additional loads on an exhauſted 
nation, and to aſk more of the people's mo- 
ney ? When the greateſt ſources of our com- 
merce and wealth are deſtroyed by the folly 
and wickedneſs of adminiſtration, when we 
have already ſpent in this unjuſt war above 
nineteen millions, when above half our empire 
is loſt, and thoſe American friends, who have 
aſſiſted us ſo frequently and fo powerfully, 
are forced by our injuſtice to become deter- 
mined enemies, and for their own ſafety to 
endeavour our humiliation, are we at ſuch a 
moment as this to talk of the greatneſs of 
the crown, 4 crown ſborn of half its beams. 
Are we to hear of the happy ſtate of the 
nation, when we have loſt more than we 
have retained of this divided empire, when 
new taxes and additional burdens on the peo- 
ple, are the moſt important objects of govern- 
ment? Is the Civil Lift to increaſe in propor- 
tion to the loſs of all thoſe reſources of trade 
and riches, by which it is fed and nouriſhed ? 
Is the nature of the Ciyil Lift in the body 


politic analogous to what Lord Bacon ſays of 


the Sp/zen, that it increaſes in proportion to 
B 4 tac 
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the waſte, decay, and rapid conſumption of 
the other parts of the human body ? 

Sir, we ought to look back to what former 
Princes and Parliaments have done. I will 
take the confideration only from the glorious 
ra of the Revolution, and it ſhall be ſtated 
fairly and fully, The Civil Lift was not 
granted to King William for life till the year 
1698, when 700,0col. a year was fettled on 
him. The diſtractions of his government, 
and of alt Europe at that period, are well 
known. His moſt generous views for the 


public were thwarted at home- during the 
greateſt part of his reign by the Tories, as 
the friends of liberty are now harrailed by 

them 
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His Excellency General Waſhington ſtrictly for- 
bids all the officers and ſoldiers of the Continental 
Army, of the Militia, and all recruiting parties, 
piundering any perſon whatſoever, whether Torres or 
others. The effects of ſuch perſons will be applied tv 
public uſes in a regular manner; and it is expected that 
kumanity and tenderneſs to women and children will 
diſtinguiſh brave Ameri-ans, contending for liberiy, 
from infamous mercenary ravagers, whether Britiſh 
er Heſſians. 
G. WASHINGTON, 
Trenton, Jan. 1, 1777, 


Did 
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them in America, according to the late or- 
ders of General Waſhington to the Con- 
tinental army, and his ſpirited letters to the 
Congreſs. Queen Anne had the ſame reve- 
nue ſettled upon her. She did not aſk the 
| additional ſum of 100,000]. to her Civil 
Lift, but ſhe gave unaſked out of it yearly 
100,000]. towards carrying on the war, a war 
againſt France, beſides 200,c00l. at leaſt to- 
wards the building of Blenheim-houſe, and 
above 100,000l. for the ſupport of the poor 
Palatines, We have a reſolution of this 
Houſe, fir, on a report from a Committee, 
which ſtates this very fully. It is on the 
Journals of May 13, 171 5, and in the fol- 

lowing 


Did any Monarch in Europe begin this year with 
ſuch a glorious act of humanity, and regard to the 
public, as Dictator Waſhington in America? 


Greenwich, March 16, 1797. 
© The bearer hereof, Nehemiah Liſcome, being an 
infamous Tory, and prafeſt enemy to the United States 
* of America, and conſequently having no right to 4 
* refidence or dwelling on this Continent, is hereby 
* ordered to remove himſelf immediately to Long 
« Ifland, &c, &c, &c. 7 
By order of Major Gen. Woofer, 
Ino. Cofins Ogden, Aid-de-Camps 


610 


| lowing words, Reſolved, that the ſum of 
4% 700,000], per annum was ſettled upon his 
« Jate-Majeſty King William during bis life, 
for the ſupport of his Majeſty's houſehold, 
« and other his neceſſary occaſions ; and, at 
&* the time of his Majefty's demiſe, after the 
« deduction of 3,700l. a week, that was ap- 
« plied to the public ufes, was the produce of 
de the Ciyil Lift revenues, that were continued 
and ſettled upon her late Majeſty Queen 
« Anne, during her life.” The deduction 
for public ſervices of 3, 00l. a week, or 
192,400]. a year, from that part of the Civil 
Liſt revenue called the *Hereditary and Tem- 
porary Exciſe” was firſt made in the laſt year 
of King William. Notwithſtanding this de- 
duction the Civil Lift Funds produced in that 
very year 709,420). In the firſt of Queen 
Anne the ſame Funds with the ſame deduc- 
tions were ſettled on her for life, and declared 
to be for railing 700,001. for the ſupport of 
her houſehold, and the dignity of her govern- 
ment. In the gth of her reign the old Poſt- 
office at was repealed, and a new General 
Poſt-office with higher rates was eſtabliſhed, 
in conſideration of which another deduction 

was 


em) 


was made from the Civil Liſt revenue of 


n0ol. a week, or 36,4001. a year, Both: 
theſe deduCtions have ever fince been conti- 
nued, 


George I. had the ſame revenue ſettled 
upon him as Queen Anne, but if 300,090l.. 


paid him by the Royal Exchange and London 
Aſſurance Companies, and a million granted 
in 1726, towards paying bis debts, are in- 
cluded, his income will appear to have been 
nearly 800,000]. per annum. In the firſt 


ſpeech to his Parliament he took notice, 


That it was his happineſs to ſee a Prince of 


* Wales,. who may, in due time, ſucceed to 
« the throne, and to ſee him bleſſed with many 
children.“ Yet the eſtabliſhment of the 


Civil Liſt at the beginning of that reign was 
only ſettled at 700, oool. a year. It was not 


till after the great expences conſequent on the 


rebellion of the Earl of Mar, and the other 
perjured Scots, who, although they had taken 
the oaths to his government, traiterouſly 
waged open and impious war againſt a mild 
and juſt Sovereign, that the Parliament paid 
the King's debts, In the reign of George J. 

the 
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the Prince of Wales had an eſtabliſhment cf 
y00,000l, per annum. 


George II. had a very numerous family, 


and 800,000], was at firſt ſettled upon him, 
with whatever furplus might ariſe from the 
duties and allowances compoſing the Civil 
Lift revenues. In 1736, that part of the he- 
reditary and temporary exciſe, which conſiſt- 
ed of duties on Spirituous Liquors, was taken 
from the Civil Liſt, in confideration of which 
70, oool. was transferred to it from the aggte- 
gate fund. The income of George II. in- 
cluding 115,000]. granted. in 1729, and 
456,733). in 1747, towards making good the 
deficiencies, which had ariſen in the Civil 
Liſt duties, was $10,749]. fer annum, for 33 


years, His late Majeſty likewiſe had in bis 


reign a Scottiſh rebellion, carried on by many 
of the fame traitors, who had been pardoned 
by his father. The expence of that rebellion 


to the King and kingdom was enormous, for 


It was not confined to the extremities of the 
iſland, but raged in the heart of the kingdom, 
and the rebels advanced to within a hundred 
miles of the capital. Such an event, fir, 20 
wnforeſeen, becauſe foretold, was a juſt ground 


for F8 
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for the Parliament's diſcharging a debt con- 
tated by ſecuring to us every thing dear ta 
men and Engliſhmen. 

The eftabliſhment of the preſent King, at 
the yearly rent charge to the nation of 
$00,000]. was a meaſure at the time equally 
pleaſing both to the Prince and people. The 
miniſter boaſted that there was not a poſſibility 
of any future diſpute about the hereditary re- 
venues, or Concerning accounts ſuſpected to be 
falſe, wilfully erroneous, or deceitful, kept 
back, or anticipated, to ſerve a particular 
purpoſe, I am aware, fir, that the Civil Lift 
revenues have been increaſing for many years. 
The mean annual produce for the Jaſt five 
years of George II. was 820, 150l. and for 
the firſt ſix years of his preſent Majeſty, it 


would have been, had the eſtabliſhment in 


te late reign continued, 894,c00]. In 1775, 
it would have been 1,019, 450l. Near go, oocl. 
fer annum of this great increaſe has been pro- 
duced by an increaſe in the Poſt-office reve- 
nue, occaſioned chiefly by the late alteration 
in the manner of franking, and by the falling 
in of the croſs poſts to the public by the death 
of Mr. Allen; but theſe profits would proba- 

bly, 


* 
= 
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64 
ibly, at leaſt certainly ought to, have been re- 
ſerved to the public, had the eſtabliſhment in 
the late reign been continued. At the foot 
of one of the accounts on our table it is 
ſtated, The amount of 800,000l, granted 
to his Majeſty from the 25th of Oct. 1760, 
te to the gth of January 1777, is 12,965,517], 
48. 9d. 4. The produce as above exceeds 
« the annuity by 2, 381, 2411. 98. 1d. f. But 
Parliament granted to pay off the Civil Liſt | 
| debt, on the 5th of Jan. 1769, out of the 
« ſupplies for the year 1769, 513,5111. which 
<< being deducted ſhews the gain to the public 
& to be, 1,867, 730l. gs. 1d. 3.” The bar- 
gain concluded for the public was of an an- 
nuity to the King of a clear 800,000]. ſubject 
to no deductions, or contingencies for his life, 
on a ſolemn promiſe of that being made to 
bear all the' expences of the Civil Liſt, and 
the Royal houſehold, It was a fair compact 
of finance between the King and the ſubject, 
ratified by both parties. The moſt explicit 
aſſurances were given by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in the King's name, that no 
more ſhould be afked, and that now his Ma- 


zeſty could never be under the diſagreeable ne- 
ceſſity 


("0-7 
teſſity of importuning this Houſe with meſ= 
ſages of terſonal concern. 

[ have, fir, carefully examined the accounts 
laid before this Houſe, by his Majeſty's com- 
mand, the eight folio books, as well as the other 
papers. I will venture to ſay they are as 
looſe, unſatis factory, perplexed, and unintel- 
ligible as thoſe delivered in by the noble Lord 
with the blue ribband in 1770, 4 year after 
the former demand to pay the debts on the 
Civil Lift. 1 am ſure, fir, more looſe, unſatisfac- 
tory, perplexed, and unintelligible no accounts 
can be. Their defeRiveneſs and fallacy is 
highly culpable. The coming to Parliament 
at that time with ſuch a demand, but with- 
out any account whatever, was an inſult ta 
this Houſe, and the now laying before us ſuch 
accounts as thoſe on the table is a folemn 
mockery. Many gentlemen in the Houſe de- 
clared the laſt week their opinion, that, after 
the ſtricteſt examination, they could make 
nothing of thoſe former accounts. It was not 
intended they ſhould. One particular only 
fixed my attention as an individual, Under 
the head of ſecret and ſpecial ſervice, I find that 
between Oct. 1762, and Oct. 1763, a me 


memorable 
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memorable year, there was iſſued to Samuel 
Martin, Eſq; 41, oool. We have indeed, fir, had 
a week allowed to go through theſe accounts, 
but I will venture to affirm that a year would 
not be ſufficient to clear them from their ſtu- 
died perplexity, to give order and light to 
ſuch a chaos. The moſt able accomptants 
do not pretend to underſtand them. T hey 
would puzzle a De Moiure. Egyptian dark- 
neſs hangs over the whole. There is not one 
friendly ray of light to lead us through this 
Jabyrinth. 

No account, fir, whatever is given Parlia- 
ment of the other conſiderable revenues of the 
crown, beſides the annuity of 800,000]. I do 
not mean the income of the Electorate of 
Hanover, or Biſhoprick of Oſnabrug, but 
what his Majeſty enjoys as King of England, 
That is a fair conſideration with us, when 
the Houſe are providing for the ſupport of 
the luſtre of the crown, at preſent, I fear, 
a little tarniſbed. The extraordinary reve- 
nues of the Crown are, the revenue of lre- 
Jand, the Duchy of Cornwall, the Jand re- 
venue within the principality of Wales, the 


zevenue of Gibraltar, American quit-rents, 
now 


(iy 


now generally loft, irredeemably loft, the Plan- 


tation duties of 41. 2 per cent. from the Lee- 
ward iſlands, fines, forfeitures, and many 
other particulars, which certainly carry the 
Royal income to much above one million a 
year. We may form ſome gueſles from the 
grants we find made. From the revenue of 
the Duchy of Cornwall it appears that 17, oool. 
' ilued to Mr. Bradſhaw in one year, and 
11,000). in another. From the 4). 4 per cent. 
in 1769, for his Majeſty's ſpecial ſervice, 14,7421. 
to Sir Grey Cooper. In 1771, John Robin- 
ſon, Eſq; received 10,000). of the Virginian 
quit-rents, the 4% payment [ believe of that 
nature, Sir Grey Cooper in 1769 received 
2,1441. from the revenue of Gibraltar, and in 
1765 the ſum of 13,8041. was iſſued thence for 
ſhecial ſervice, Such copious ſtreams mult ſlow 
from rich and abundant fountains. The Planta- 
tion duties of 41. 4 per cent. produced in 1753, 
the ſum of 27,3771. Fines and forfeitures are a 
very conſiderable addition to the Royal revenue. 
| was plundered in one year of 1000l. by two 
fines, one of 5ool. for a pretended libel, and 
another of the ſame ſum, becauſe I had a 

Vor, II. C laughatle 


( 18 ) 


+laughab!e poem locked up in my bureau, 
| which 


——— 
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. + The late Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, Sir 
John Cuſt, the weakeſt as well as the moſt abje& of 
all miniſterial tools even in that Houſe, who by be- 
traying the rights of the Commons expected to bes 
come a Lord, contrived in conjunction with a Mr, 
Filmer, Clerk of the King's Bench Treaſury, to hold out 
a laugbable poem to the nation as“ blaſphemy.” When 
Mr. Wilkes was a priſoner at the bar of the Houſe 
on the 31ſt of January 1769, he complained of this 
injuſtice, 


Mr. Speaker, 


I am ſorry to be obliged by the regard I have to 
truth, and the vindication of my honour, to take no- 
tice in this public manner of an injury repeatedly done 
me by you, tir, in the Votet of this Houſe, publiſhed 
to the nation by your authority, and in your name. 
1 find it is aſſerted three times, in the Votes of laſt No- 
vember, that there is a record of blaſphemy” againſt 
me. I am ſure that no ſuch record ever exiſted, The 
aſſertion is entirely void of truth, I am therefore ne- 
ceſſitated to make my appeal to the Houſe againſt you, 
fir, for having charged me with being convicted of a 
crime, of which I am innocent, and ſpread an unjuſt 
accutation throughout the kingdom, under the ſanction 
of the Speaker's authority. In the good old Speaker's 
{ Onſflow's)] time, when any miſtake accidentally, and 
none ever but by accident THEN appeared in the Votes, 
the error was not only always acknowledged with can- 
dour, but ſpeedily re&ified. The falſe charge againſt 
me in ſo unjuſtifiable a manner ſtill remains on your 
Votes in full force, I feel it, fir, as I ought ; but J 
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which adminiſtration hired a 7 raſcal of a ſer · 
vant to ſteal, and then they contrived to have 
; b:iſbed. | | 
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ſabmit to tlie wiſdom and juſtice of this Houſe the mode 
of reparation of my injured honour. 
Journals. Jan. 31, 1769, vol. 32. page 169. 


Ordered, That the Entries in the Votes of the Titlas 
of the Copies of the Records preſented te this Houle 
upon the 23d day of November laſt, be fo altered, as 
particularly to expreſs, that the words “ for a libel” 
and for blaſÞbemy,” contained in the ſaid Entries, 
were part of the titles indorſed by the Of en, [M.. 
Filmer] who preſented the faid Copies, and no part of 
the ſaid records; ror intended to 'convey any opinion of 
the Houſe concerning them. 

In the firſt debate on the Middleſex elections in the 
preſent Parament, Feb. 22, 1775, Charles Van, Eiq; 
Member for Brecon, mentioned this record as for 
blaſphemy.” Mr. Wilkes immediately called bim 
to order, and defired the above extract from the Jour- 
nals might be read. Mr. Van very ingenuoufly con- 
feſſed his miſtake. | 


t Michael Cxrry, Not a printer, nor a prinfer's 
devil, would afterwards aſſociate with this fiend. He ran 
away from the capital firſt to Norwich, and afterwards 
to Briſto!, where he delivered the world from ont of the 
molt wretched, as well as wicked, of the kuman race. 
On the zd of Auguſt 1768, he made an afadavit at the 
Manſion Houſe before the Lord Mayor Harley, which 
has been printed in all the papers. He was frequently 
wick the peer, who is commonly called Jemmy Tævit- 

chere 
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The buſmeſs of this day, fir, is naturally 
branched out into two parts, both which cer- 
tainly claim our ſtrict attention. His Majeſty's 
meſſage points them out to us. The firſt is the 
outſtanding debts, the ſecond the increaſe of 


the eſtabliſhment of the Civil Liſt. 
| Before 


— 


cher. In the affidavit he ſwears, “that when he told his 

* Lordſhip of the robbery he had committed on his Ma- 
© fter, Lord Sandwich anſwered, You have ſaved the 
« nation, and you may depend on any thing that is in my 
« powver, that the inducement to him to commit the 
* robbery was the money offered him, and the large 
te promites from thoſe in poxwer.” His Lordſhip was 
then Secretary of State. The affidavit lixewiſe ſtates, 
„ that Faden, and Hlaſſall, two known miniſterial 
te agents, defired him to name any ſam, and that 
* he might depend on being ſupported from any 
*«« jnjury he might apprehend; and firmly rely on 
being protected by thoſe in power,” Curry was 
afterwards examined at the bar of the Houſe of Com- 
mons on the 31ſt of January 1769. He then declared, 
that he lived for ſome time at the houſe of Philip Car- 
teret Webb, Eiq; Secretary to the Treaſury, that he 
was confincd there, that Webb ſent him to Car- 
** rington, one of the King's meſſengers, who regu- 
« Jarly every week ſupplied him with money, that 
„Webb ſaid he might depend upon being taken care 
* of, that government would take care of bim for ſur- 
* rendering the copy, and giving the evidence againit 
„Wilkes, that Carrington declared he was accountab 


to government for the money he paid him, that Lord 
& aud · 


1 


Before we proceed, ſir, to take into conſi- 
deration the payment of the King's debts, we 
ought to enquire in what manner they have 
been contracted. The King has enjoyed ever 
ſince his acceſſion the greateſt unappropriated 
revenue of any prince in Europe, and the ex- 

Gig 57 -: pences 


Sandwich told him, be might depend on any thing in 
« his power, that he had loſt his character, that no one 
© would afterwards employ him, &c, &c." 

There was not a man of honour in Europe ac- 
quainted with this black tranſaction, who did not 


bluſh for the conduct of the cout of England on this | 


occaſion, Every liberal idea was ſacrificed to a per- 


ſonal pique of the Prince. The infamy of corrupting 
a ſervant to rob his maſter, the baſeneſs of confining 


a gentleman for a year in priſon, and the meanneſs of 


picking his pocket of soo. becauſe he had a looſe 
poem locked up in a private cloſet, had not been 
known in the moſt deſpotic countries, and betrayed a 
ſpirit of injuſtice, revenge, and cruelty. The fitteſt 
agent was employed for ſuch a buſineſs, Jemmy 
Taitcher, then Secretary of State, homo pol bomines 
natos turpiſſimus, ſceleratiſiimus, contaminatifjimus. Even 
Lord Le Deſpencer, one of the firſt and moſt eager 
court vaſſals, who vowed unconditional ſubmiſſion to 
the Thane, and ſwore fealty at the ſhrine of Bute, 
even he condenined the breach of honaur and convi- 
vial friendſhip, without the pretext of any injury, or 
even previous quarrel, in his brother peer towards Mr, 
Wilkes. At the concluſion of the Secretary's ſpeech 
in the Houſe of Lords, Lord Le Deſpencer exclaimed 


" aloud, 
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pences of the whole Royal Family have never 
exceeded 160, oool. a year. A Committee ſhould 
be appointed for both the purpoſes mentioned, 
and papers very different from thoſe before us 
ought to be ſubmitted to Parliament. It is im- 
poſſible for us now to form the ſlighteſt con- 
jecture from theſe accounts in what way ſo⸗ 

Li enormous 


aloud, * that he never before heard the devil preach 
« a ſermon againſt fin.” 

A. great writer obſerves, that every man has a right 
to have poiſons in his cloſet. The crime is in the vend- 


7 o 
The conduct of Henry IV. of France on the pub- 


lication in 1605. of the famous [ibet called L Ile des 
Hermaphrodites, was worthy of that great King. 

Ce petit belle (qui Etoit aſſez bien fait) ſous le nom 
de cette Iſle imaginzire, dEcouvroit les moeurs et fa- 
cons de faire impies et vicieuſes de la Cour, faiſant 
voir clairement que la France eft. maintenant le repaire 
et 'aſyle de tout vice, volupte, et impudence, au lieu 
que jadis elle &toit une academie honorable et ſeminaire 
de vertu. Le Roi le voulut voir et ſe le fit lire; et en- 
core qu'il le trouvat un pen libre et trop hardi, il ſe 
contenta neanmoins d'en apprendre fe nom de Pauteur, 
qui etoit Arthus Thomas, lequel il ne vculut qu'on re- 
chercbãt, faiſaxt conſcience, diſoit- il, de facher un 
konume pour avoir dit la write. 

Journal du regne de Henri IV. Par M. Pierre de 
I'Etoile, Grand Audiencier en la Chancellerie de 
Paris, vol. III. p. 278, 279. Ed. La Haye 2741. 
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enormous a debt as 618, 340l. has been con- 
tracted. It is aſtoniſhing that there ſhould re- 
main in caſh in the Exchequer on the 5th of 
Jan. laſt only 35,6401. The Queen has in- 
deed 50,000l. a year very regularly paid; but 
the expence of the prince of Wales and the 
Biſhop of Oſnabrug is charged from 1769 to 
1777 only 42,242]. Prince William Henry 
and Prince Edward, for the ſame periad 
5,0171. The King's meſſage, fir, leads us to 
conſider the ſtate of the whole Royal Family- 
His Majeſty has two brothers, univerſally be- 
loved by the nation. I find no trace of any 
debts contraded by the crown on their ac- 
count; no princely grants to either of the 
King's own brothers. As an Engliſhman 1 
regret the ſcantineſs of their incomes. The 
Duke of Glouceſter ſeems doomed to paſs his 
life abroad ; and it is certainly neither from 
choice, nor from the ill ſtate of his health. 
The Duke of Cumberland is happier, and 
lives in England. He pofleſſes all the virtues, 
and fupports with dignity the rank, of a pri- 
vate, benevolent, amiable Nobleman. His in- 
come is by no means adequate to the ſplendor 
on 2 Prince of the Blood, of a Prince of the 
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a 
blood fo near to the King as bis Majeſty's 
own Brother. How then, fir, has this enor- 
mous debt been contraCted ? No outward mag- 
nihcence has dazzled our eyes; no internal, 
domeſtic profuſion has been imputed to the 
+Lord Steward of the houſehold, who almoſt 
alone has continued in office this whole reign, 
We have ſcarcely the appearance of a Court, 
even in the capital. Former Kings of Eng- 
land with very inferior revenues were gene- 
Tous and ſplendid, their courts pompous and 
brilliant, 


+ With the greateſt unappropriated revenue of any 
Prince in Europe, have we not ſeen you reduced 10 
ſuch wile and ſordid diſtreſſes, as would have conducted 
any other man to a priſon ?. Is it not notorious that the 
vaſt revenues, extorted from the labour and induſtry 
of your ſubjects, and given you to do honour to your- 
{elf and to the nation, are diſſipated in corrupting their 
repreſentatives ? 
| Junius. Preface, p 29. 
In the debate in the Houſe of Lords on the debts of 
the Civil Liſt, April 16, 1777, Earl Talbot, Lord 
Steward of His Majeſty's Houſehold, the tear ſtarting 
from his eye, told many a piteous tale of the diſtreſies 
of the royal houſehold, kitchen, and ſtables, of half- 
ſtarved nurſes, ſku)lions, and grooms. His Lordihip 
ſaid, „he would finiſh thoſe ſcenes of unutterable woe 
« with a fact, which had happened very lately. The 
„King's coal-merchant declared, that he was ſo diſ- 
« treſled for money, ke was ready to turn his Ma- 


JH) of.” 
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brilliant. All princely and royal viſitors were 


lodged in their palaces, and ſplendidly en- 


tertained. & His Majeſty's reſidence at Windſor 
the laſt ſummer did not quite revive all the 
ideas of the magnificence, and even hoſpitality, 
of the Plantagenets, nor efface alt the glories 
of our Henries and Edwards. No ſtately 
buildings, or proud palaces, no imperial works, 
and worthy Kings, have excited the public won- 
der, or called foreigners from the continent to 
our iſland to admire the royal tafte and magni- 
ficence. An thonourable gentleman, fir, tells 
us of the King's houſes, The former Kings 
of England, fir, lived in palaces, not in houſes. 
His Majeſty has not yet had a Scottiſh rebellion 
to quell, The Royal revenues have not been 
expended again the Scots, but furrendered 
to them, an idea little ſuſpected by the people 
of England, when they gave at firſt with ſuch 
a liberal, and even prodigal hand. How then, 
fir, has this debt been contracted ? T here 
are 


When the King's Siſter, the Princeſs of Brunſ- 
wick, paid the laſt viſit to the court of England, Her 
Royal Highneſs was in ready furniſhed lodgings in 
Pall-Mall. 


t Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. Member for Saltaih, 
Joint Secretary to the Trealury, 
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are no outward and viſible ſigns of grandeur 
and expence. I will tell the Houſe what is 
ſaid without doors, what the nation generally 
ſuſpects, and therefore it becomes our duty to 
inveſtigate, The nation, fir, ſuſpects, that 
the regular, minifterial majorities in Parliament 
are bought by theſe very grants; that in one 
inſtance we attend to the evangelical precept, 
give, and it ſhall be given unto you, and that 
the Crown has made a purchaſe of this Houſe 
with the money of the peopie. Hence the 
ready, tame, and ſervile compliance to every 
Royal edit iſſued by the Minifter. Inward 
+corruption is the canker, which gnaws the 

vitals 


—— 


* 


—— 


+ Other princes, beſides his Majeſty, have had the 
means of corruption within their reach, but they have 
uſed it with moderation. In former times corruption 
was conſidered as a foreign auxiliary to government, 
and only called in upon extraordinary emergencies. 
The unfeigned piety, the ſanctified religion of George 
the Third have taught him to new model the civil forces 
of the ſtate, The natural reſources of the crown are 
no longer confided in. Corruption glitters in the van; 
--- collefts and maintains a ſtanding army of merce- 
naries, and, at the ſame moment, impoveriſhes and 
inſlaves the country.--- His Majeſty's predeceſſors (ex- 
cept that worthy family, from which you, my Lord, 
[the Duke of Grafton] are unqueſtionably REG 


1. 


vitals of Parliament. It is almoſt uniyerſally 
delieved, fir, that the debt has been contracted 
m corrupting, the Reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple, and that this public plunder has been di- 
vided among the majority of this Houſe, which 
is allowed to be the moſt corrupt aſſembly in 
Europe, while the honeſt and fair creditors of 
the crown have been reduced to the greateſt 
diftreſs. Compaſſion to them is only made 
the pretext of the preſent meſſage. This, fir, 
is a fit object of parliamentary enquiry. 

The alarm has ſpread through the country. 
The charge is taken up by almoſt every inde- 
pendent man in the kingdom. It is aſked, Did 

the 


had ſome generous qualities in their compoſition, with» 
vices, I confeſs, or frailties in abundance. They 
were Kings, or gentlemen, not hypocrites or prieſts, 
They were at the head of the church, but did not 
know the value of their office. They ſaid their prayers 
without ceremony, and had too little prieſtcraft in their 
underitanding, to reconcile the ſanctimonious forms of 
religion with the utter deſtruction of the morality of 
their people.---My Lord, this is fact, not declama- 
tion. With all your partiality to the houſe of Stuart, 
you muſt confeſs, that even Charles the Second would 
have bluſhed at thoſe eager, meretricious careſſes, with 
which every ſpecies of private vice and public proſti- 
tution is received at St. James's. 

Junius, vol. 2, pages 249, 250» 
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the laſt parliamentary grant of 513,511]. ſo 
lately as 1769, to pay the King's debts, give 
ſatisfaction to the honeſt tradeſmen and infe- 
rior dependents of the crown, or was it di- 
verted another way? The majority of this 
Houſe, fir, ought not to lie under this ſuſ- 
picion, nor will they, if they are innocent, 
They ought likewiſe to vindicate the honour of 
our Sovereign from the foul ſuſpicions, which 
are gone abroad on this ſubject. A heavier ac- 
cuſation can ſcarcely be brought, Mr. Locke, 
ſir, in his chapter on the Diſſolution of Govern- 
ment, ſays, ** He (the ſupreme Executor) as 
&« contrary to his truſt, when be either employs the 
e force, treaſure, and offices of the ſociety, to 
« corrupt the repreſentatives, and gain them to 
&« his purpoſes, or openly pre-engages the eleftors, 
and preſcribes to their choice, ſuch, whom he 
& has by ſolicitations, threats, promiſes, or other- 
«© wiſe won to his deſigns; and employs them 10 
« bring in ſuch, who have promiſed before-hand 
c what to vote, and what to enact.“ What, ir, 
was the caſe of Hine's Patent Place in the col- 
lection of the cuſtoms at Exeter, publicly 
ſold, and the money given, not to a needy 
public, but to General Burgeyne, to reimburie 

(LEM 6? him 
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him the expences of the Preſſon election, 
and the ſubſequent ptoſecution and fine of 
toool, by a court of law, for the outrages 
committed in Lancaſhire againſt the ſacred 
rights of election? That inſtance alone me- 
rited an impeachment from parliament againſt 


the + profligate miniiter of that day. | 
| If 


+ The Duke of Grafton. 

Junius addreſſes his Grace in terms almoſt of inſpiration. 
« Your check turns pale; for a guilty conſcience tells 
you, you are undone.--- Come forward, thou virtuous 
miniſter, and tell the world by what intereſt Mr. Hine 
has been recommended to ſo extraordinary a mark of 
his Majeſty's favour; what was the price of the pa- 
tent he has bought, and to- what honourable purpoſe 
the purchaſe money has been applied. Nothing leſs 
than many thouſands could pay Colonel Burgoyne's 
expences at Preſton.” 

Junius, vol. 2. p. 21. 

No ſale by the candle was ever conducted with great - 
er formality.---I affirm that the price, at which the 
place was knocked down (and which, I have good 
reaſon to think, was not leſs than 3, 5000.) was, with 
your conniuance and conſent, paid to Colonel Bur- 
goyne, to reward him, I preſume, for the decency of 
his deportment at Preſton. Page 23. 

Mr. Taylor and George Roſs (the Scotch agent and 
worthy confidante of Lord Mausfield) — the 
buſineſs, Page 24. 

The chaſte Duke of Grafton had commenced a pro- 
ſecution againſt Mr. Samuel Vaughan, for endeavour- 
ing to corrupt his integrity by an offer of 5000l. for a 
patent 


FR 3 
Tx there is, fir, a {park of virtue left among 
us, we cannot ſit down contented with ſuch 
Jooſe general accounts, that fecret and ſpecial 
fervice, the Privy Purſe, the Treaſurer of the 


chamber 


patent place in Jamaica. A ruſe to ſhew cauſe, why 
an information ſhould not be exhibited againſt Vaughan 
for certain miſdemeanours, being granted by the Court 
of King's Bench, the matter was ſolemnly argued on 
the 27th of November, 276g, and, by the unanimous 
opinion of the four judges, the rule was made abſo- 
lute. The pleadings and ſpeeches were accurately 
taken in ſhort-hand, and publiſhed. The whole of 
Lord Mansfield's Speech, and particularly the follow. 
ing extracts from it, delerve the reader's attention, 
« A practice of the kind complained of here is certain- 
„ ly diſkonourable and ſcandalous.---If a man, ſtand- 
ing under the relation of an officer under the King, 
« or of a perſon in whom the King puts confidence, 
« or of a miniſter, takes money for the uſe of that 
« confidence the King puts in him, he baſely betrays 
the King,---he betrays his truſt.---If the King ſold 
te the office, it would be acting contrary to the truſt 
r the conſtitution hath repoſed in him. The conſti- 
4c tution does not intend the crown ſhould ſell thoſe of- 
« fices, to raiſe a revenue out of them. Is it poſſible 
© to heſitate, whether this would not be criminal in 
<« the Duke of Grafton z---contrary to his duty as a 
ci privy-counſellor ;---contrary to his duty as a mi- 
© niſter; - contrary to his duty as a ſubject.—-His 
* advice ſhould be free according to his judgment ;--- 
ce it is the duty of his office ;---he has ſworn to it.” 
Notwithſtanding all this the chaſte Duke of Grafton 
— certainly 


( 3® } 
thamber, the Cofferer of the Finuſehald, Royal 
bounties, penſions and annuities, ſwallow up 
almoſt the whole Civil Lift. There is a 
general charge of penſions to the amount 
of 438,000l. The Penſion Lift is the great 


grievance. 


— * 
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certainly ſold a patent place to Mr. Hine, for 3, zool. 
and, for ſo doing, is now Lord Privy Seal to the chaſte 
George, with whoſe piety we are perpetually deafened. 
If the Houſe of Commons had done their duty, and 
impeached the black Duke for this moſt infamous 
breach of truſt, how woefully muſt poor, honeſt Mans- 
field have been puzzled! His embarraſsment would 
have afforded the moſt ridiculous ſcene, that ever was 
exhibited, To ſave the worthy judge from this per- 
plexity, and the no leſs worthy Duke from impeach- 
ment, the proſecution againſt Vaughan was immediate- 
ly dropped upon my diſcovery and publication of the 
Duke's treachery. The ſuffering this charge to paſs, 
without any enquiry, fixes ſhameleſs proſtitution vpon 
the face of the Houſe of Commons more ſtrongly than 
eren the Middleſex election. 
Junius, vol, II. p. 27. 


+ The Duke of Grafton during his adminiftration 
carried the Penſion Lift tothe extreme of infamy. Junius 
aſks, Has not Sir John Moore a penſion of gool. a year? 
This may probably be an acquittal of favours upon 
the turf; but is it poſſible to oſfer a groſſer outrage to a 
nation, which has ſo very lately c/eared away the beg- 
gary of the Civil Lift, at the expence of more than 
half a million?” 


Junius, vol. 1. p. 39. 
If 
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grievance. From 1769 to 1777, there is 2 
ſingle line of 171,000]. ſecret and. ſpecial ſer. 
vice, iſſued to Sir Grey Cooper. In the ſame 
period, under the ſame article, 114, oool. to 

John 
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If a late penſion to a broken gambler [Sir Jobn 
Moore] be an act worthy of commendation, the Duke 
of Grafton's connections will furniſh him with many 
opportunities of doing praiſe-worthy actions.“ P. gg. 

The penſion of 1, z200l. a year to Paoli can be ac- 
counted for only two ways, either by the courtly prin- 
ciple now eſtabliſhed among us, of giving applauſe and 
aſſiſtance to all thoſe, who have betrayed the public 
liberty, from the King of Sweden to the late General 
of the Corſicans, or as huſh-money to conceal the 
ſhare of our court in the ſacrifice of Corſica to France. 
When Baron Van Swieten, the late Miniſter from 
the Empreſs Queen to the King of Pruſſia, was 
in London, he ſaw and converſed with Paoli. The 
Corſican lamented, that in the late war againſt France 
he could not be preſent every where in his ifland in eve- 
ry action. The Baron replied, that is no reaſon for your 
doing nothing where you auere. Le Comte de Grand- 
© maiſon prit le village d'Olmetta, d'od le General 
* Paoli Setoit enfuit dès le premier Ebranlement des 
{© troupes.” Hiſtoire des REvolutions de Corſe. Par 
M. I Abbe de Germanes. Paris, vol. 3. p. 65. II 
“ manquoit totalement de cette bravoure, le ſoutien 
«« des Etats naiſſans, et fi neceſſaire vis-a-vis d'une na- 
< tion belliqueuſe, qu'elie ne peut Etre ſupplece par au- 
« cune autre qualité. On ne l'a vu dans aucune action 
« à la tete de ſes compatriotes, Il ſe tenoit toujours en 
5 arriere, et ne manquoit pas d'Ctre le premier à faire 
6 retraite 


( 33 ) 
John Robinſon, Eſq; excluſive of enormous 
ſums on the ſame heads to the Secretaries of 
State, and the Secretary of the Poſt-office, 


generally in one ſhort, ſingle line, When 
Vor. II. | 5 . , we 
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© retraite des qu'il voyoit le ſucces douteux. vol 2. p. 
40 188. Pach ignorant ſa victoire hit d'une core; 
te tandis que nous nous retzrions de autre. vol. 3. p. 
* 95. There is a remarkable appearance of candour 
and impartiality in this hiſtory. The Abbe received 
the ſolemn thanks of the ſtates of Corſica for the two 
firſt volumes. II fut arrete, que Ion ecriroit, au 
e nom des Etats a M. I Abbe Germanes une lettre de 
* remerciement ſur les peines et ſoins qu'il avoit pris, 
&, &. ** Pacti tout Eperdu, laiſſa, pour ſe ſauver I 
te travers les rochers, ſon cheval et ſon port-feuille 3 
* Marats. p. 132. Le General Paoli---ſe hata de 
te quitter ſa patrie---laiſſant Abattueci a la tete des 
* Nationaux qui tenoient encore les armes; il ſe ſauva 
te de Baſtilica ſur Quinza, et dela ſe rendit à Porto- 
* Vecchio avec Clement ſon frere, quelques autres chefs, 
et une centaine de Corſes attaches a ſa perſonne, ou 
© 2 ſes richeſſes. vol. 3. p. 148. Penvit de perpetuer 
©« ſon gouvernement fut ſa premiere raiſon d'Ctat; et il 
0 prefera toujours /a grandeur perſonnelle à la liberts 
* de ſa nation---il Etoit beaucoup moins capitaine que 
* politique, An defaut de brawoare, il ſubſtituoit 
« Part d'en montrer. Feignant de chercher Je peril au 
* commencement d'une action, il troyvoit toujours des 
amis diſcrets, qui arretoient ſon ardeur- - quoique 
« timide dans le combat, ii eto hard! dans le conſeil, et 

« ferme 


8 Member for Harwich, Joint Secretary to the Trea- 
fury with Sir Grey Cooper, 


6 & 7 
we know, ſir, what proſecutions have been: 
carried on, a looſe article of 60,0001. in one 
year, as law charges, ought to alarm us no 
leſs for the liberty of the Preſs, than for the 


private property of individuals againſt un- 
founded 


e ferme dans ſes projeti- - ſi ne pouvant plus maintenir 
& fon pays dans la libertẽ dont il pretendoit etre le re- 
« ſtaurateur, il füt art les armes a la main i la ite 
4 de ſes compatriotes, il paſſeroit pour un heros.” p. 


148. Such 1s the judgment paſſed by a French Abbé 


on a republican General! What was the glorious an- 
fyer of the young Naſſau, afterwards our great Deliwerer, 
to ſome courtiers of Charles II, who in the deſperate 


fituation of Holland from the conqueſts of Louis XIV. 


adviſed him to accept the ſplendid offer of being Sove- 
reign of the Provinces under the protection of Eng- 
land and France? I ⁊uill pot ſurvive the liberties of my 
country. I will die in the laſt dyke. Paoli ought to 
have died, ſword in hand, on the laſt free mountain ot 
Corſica, hut he lives, attends regularly, bows low, 
and ſmiles. eternally, at the. levee of a King, by 
whom he is again ſmiled upon, careſſed and perfioned. 
With the ſpoils of his enſlaved country, and an Eng- 
liſh penſion, this brave, firm, fierce, independent re- 
publican crouches at à court, and conſoles himſelf, 
tar from tho/e wile guns, in adrawing room, in a ſweet 
intercourſe of hows and ſmiles with the ribbanded aud 
titled ſlaves of power, under the contempt of all Eu- 
rope. The penſion was given him, at the interceſſion 
of Lord George Germaine, in the adminiſtration of 
the Dake of Grafton. His treachery recommended 
him to the Duke: a ſimilitude of character and con- 
duct naturally captivated the heart of Germanicuts. 
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founded claims of the crown. We have ſeen 
the cruel invaſion of both in this reign. Under 
the head of Contingencies of divers natures, we 
are loſt and bewildered by a rambling account, 
in which it is impoſſible to gueſs the leaſt par- 
ticular. We find Meſſrs. Amyand and Siebel 
receive 38,6921. to pay bills of Exchange; 
and in another line, Themas Prait, Ei; 8,129). 
to pay another bill of Exchange. For what natio- 
nal purpoſe, or public ſervice ? Such accounts, 
fir, are only calculated for ſuch a ſervile Parlia- 
ment. Penſians, annuities, and royal bounties, ſhall 
with much caution be touched by me, even in 
this Houſe. One word only I ſha!l mention of 
literary patronage, becauſe it ſeems to be a favo- 
rite ſubject. We are, fir, hourly told, that ge- 
nius and learning are now foſtered by 
the propitious beams of royal favour, and 
all the polite arts encouraged and patroniz- 
ed. The two famous Doctors 4Shebbeare and 

D 2 Johnſonu, 


+ Dr. Shebbeare was tried in 17 58 for printing and 
publiſting ** A ſixth Letter to the People of England.“ 
The Information was exhibited by Lord Camden, when 
Attorney General. It ſtated, that the libel “ tended 
* to traduce the Revolution, and to reprefent it as the 
% foundation of all thoſe imaginary evils and calami- 
te tics, which he, the ſaid Delendant, would falſely 

41 1. 


—2 8K 


— 


(36 ) 
7e hnſoñ, are in this reign the ate birelings called 
penſioners. The piety of our Sovereign to the 
memory of his grandfather, as well as grati- 


tude to our glorious Deliverer, ſhould ſurely, 
| fir, 


40 — the ſubjects of this kingdom did labour 
under; and alſo to aſperſe the memory of K ing 
« William III, and of George I, &c. and alſo to af- 
& perſe, ſcandalize, and vilify King George II, &e. 
and to inſinuate that King George II. had no con- 
te cern for the people of England, nor any regard for 
de the intereſt, honobr, or welfare of this kingdom.“ 
Another charge was omitted by the Attorney-Ge- 
neral, Mr. Pratt, from a motive of delicacy, for 
Dr. Shebbeare had baſtardixed the whole royal fa. 
mily in the “ Sixth Eetter to the People of Eng- 
land.“ It was publiſhed in the time of the late 
war with France. A jury found the Doctor guilty. 
He was fined, pilloried, and impriſoned. Lord Mans- 
field, who tried the cauſe, declared, that the ** Sixth 
„ Lelter to the People of England” approached the near- 
A to High Treaſon, without actually committing it, of 


any paper he ever rezd. His Lordſhip's nice, exquiſite 
judg- 


+ Penfion. n. ſ. [ Penſion, Fr.] An allowance made b 
to any one without an equivalent. In England it is 4 
. generally underſtood to mean pay given to a ate hire-| c 
ting for treaſon to his country. < 
Penſioner. n. 1. [from penſion] 1. One 1 is up. 
ported by an allowance paid at the will of another; 2 


dependant, 
2. A ſlave of ſtate hired by a ſtipend toobey his maſter, 
A Diftionzry of the Engliſh Language, in 
2 vols, fol. by Dr. Samuel "Johnſon 
Vide Dr. Johnſon's Falſe Alarm, and all his politis 


cal tracts. 
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frr, have prevented the names of theſe two 
Doctors from diſgracing a Civil Liſt, which 
both of them had repeatedly and publicly declar- 
ed the King's family had no right to, but ought 
to be conſidered as a flagrant uſurpation. Theſe 
two Doctors have in their writings treated the 
late King, and King William, with the ut- 

D 3 moſt 
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judgment in ſuch a matter cannot be controverted. The 
family connection with his own brother, Lord Dunbar, 
the late Pretender”s confidential ſecretary, his early ſtudies 
at Oxford, the whole caſt ana colour of his life, make 
his opinion of value, his teſtjmony unqueſtionable. In 
a letter addreſſed to his Lordſhp, Juntus ſays, In 
** your earlier days you were but little infected with 
« the prudence of your country; you had ſome origi- 
e nal attachments, which you took every proper op- 
« portunity to acknowledge. The liberel ſpirit of 
“youth prevailed over your native diſcretion. Your 
« zeal in the cauſe of an unhappy prince was expreſſed 
* with the ſincerity of wine, and ſome of the ſolem- 
« nities of religion. In a note-tothis paſſage Junius 
adds about Lord Manfield, This man was always 
«a rank Jacobite. Lord Ravenſworth produced the 
* moſt ſatisfactory evidence of his having frequently 
4 drank the Pretender's health upon his knees. 

Dr. Shebbrare's character is admirably drawn by the 
author of the Heroic Epiſtle to Sir William Cham- 
ders.“ 


Wretch! that from ſlander's filth art ever gleaning, 
Spite without ſpirit, malice without meaning: 

The fame abuſive, baſe, abandon'd thing, 

When pilloried, or penſſoned by a king. 
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moſt virulence and fcurrility, and they are the 
known penſioned advocates of deſpotiſm. The 
two other inſtances are ridiculous enough. 
David Hume was penſioned in this pious reign 
for attacking the Chriſtian religion, and Dr. 
Beattie for anſwering him. In this manner is 
the public treaſure laviſned; but theſe, I own, 
are mean objects, and of trifling concern, 
The great maſs of the debt remains unac- 
counted for, and is ſuſpected to be contracted 
for the molt criminal purpoſes. It is neceſſary 
to ſatisfy the people that the enquiry ſhould be 
made, and therefore I hope the Houſe will in- 
ſtruct the committee to that purpoſe. 

Let me now, fir, ſuppoſe, that parliament 
acquieſces with the preſent claim, what chear- 
ful ray of future hope have we to comfort us 
that future demands will not ſucceed ? Will 
this be the-laſt court job, even of the preſent 
miniſter ? No aſſurances whatever are given, 
not a hint of @&:onomy, or frugal management, 
or the leaſt care of the public tre ſure in fu- 
ture. Surely ſuch a mode of proceeding is high- 
ly unbecoming, indecent, and contemptuous. 

May I, fir, paſs the invidious ſtreights 


of Calais, and conſider the ſtate of the neigh- 
bouring 


\ 


a 
bouring monarchy with reſpect to the King's 
houſehold and debts? By two new edicts for 
the regulation of the French King's houſehold 
expences, penſions, and royal bounties, all 
arrears are to be diſcharged within ſix years, 
and a fixed reſolution is declared pour concilier 
avec une ſage tconomie les depenſes gue Ficlat de ſa 
couronne peut exiger. From the firſt of laſt Ja- 
nuary all future expences whatever reſpecting 
the houſehold are to be paid in the courſe of 
the current year. The very firſt article is, 
' annee revolue de toutes les depenſes de la 
© maiſon du Roi, tant par entrepriſes que par 
«© fourniturcs, fera a. Vavenir paice comptant 
ce au Tréſor Roial, dans le courant de Pannee 
„ ſuivante, a raiſon d'un douzieme par mois.“ 
Would to God, ſir, ſuch a ſpirit of juſtice 
and reformation croſſed the channel to this ca- 
pital ! We, alas! have not a gleam of hope 
of any reformation, The French King, fir, 
has likewiſe two brothers, Monſieur, and the 
Comte d'Artois. They have found in their 
ſovereign an affectionate and generous brother, 


not a gloomy tyrant, like——*Louis the Xlth, 
D 4 They 


T Mezeray, hiſtoriographer of France, ſays, „Co- 
„mines nous le [Louis XI.] depeint Vurienſement 


"Supe 
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They are an united and happy family. What 
the King has given them in important grants, 
and en apanage, as it is called, enables them 
to ſupport with eclat their high rank. The 
new regulations of the French King's houſe- 
hold expences and debts are founded in juſtice, 
and are no extraordinary burden on the peo- 
ple. The fr/? Prince of the Hanover line ob- 
ſerved the ſame conduct, for the meſſage of 
George J. to this Houſe, of July 11, 1721, 
is that being reſolved to cauſe a retrench- 
« merit to be made of his Civil Liſt expences 
for the future, and finding that ſuch a re- 
% trenthment cannot well be effected, without 
ec diſcharging the preſent arrears, his Majeſty 
te has ordered the accounts thereof to be laid 
& before the Houſe, and hopes he may be em- 
& powered to raiſe ready money for that pur- 
“ poſe, on the Civil Liſt revenues; which, #0 

© avoid 
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& ſu dcomneus et jaloux de ſa euiffance, | tres. * 2 duns 
e ſes wvolontes, qui ne pardonnoit point, qui a terrible- 
& ment fouls ſes fujets, et avec cela le meilleur des 
% Princes [the beſt of Kings] de fon eqns. QUELS 
4% POUVOIENT ETRE LES AUTRESF'" 
Abregẽ Chronologique de Hiſtoire de France, par 
le Sieur de Mezeray, hiſtoriographe de France, 
vol. Yu, p. 212. Ed. Amſter dam. 175. 


„ 


& avoid the laying any new burden on his peotle, 
his Majeſty propoſes ſhall be replaced to 
* the Civil Liſt, and re-imburſed by a de- 
* duction to be made out of the ſalaries and 
«©. wages of all offices, and the penſions, and 
© other payments, from the crown.” The 
venal parliament of 176q gave the money eut 
of the current expences of the year, without 
a ſingle line of any account. 

When we are repeatedly to'd, ſir, of the 
preſent ſplendour of the Britiſh diadem, of 
the extent of our empire, and the greatneſs of 


A 


our ſovereign, I own that the diminiſhed rays 
of the crown occur to my painful imagination, 
I am not dazzled, but mortified. It brings to 
my recollection what was ſaid of Philip the 
IVth of Spain, when Louis XIV. was taking 
all the towns, one after another, in the Ne- 
therlands, “ Sa grandeur reſſemble d celle des 
& foffes, qui deviennent grands a proportion des 
„ terres, qu'on leur Ge.” 

The * noble lord near me has ſaid, that he 
wiſhed a ſtrict review of the whole eſtabliſh- 
ment of the crown, as to the Civil Lift. 1 

per · 


— 


* Lord John Cavendiſh, Member for Vork. 
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perfectly approve the idea. Almoſt the whole 
requires a new regulation. I think the judges 
in particujar ought not to be paid out of the 
civil liſt, but by the public. They cannot be 
now diiplaced, but they may be ſtarved by the 
crown, The ſpirit of their independence 
ought to extend as well to their ſalaries, as 
to their commiſſions. I obſerve, fir, in the 
Civil Liſt accounts on the table, an article, 
Lord Howe and Sir William Howe Com- 
4 miſhaners, for re/toring peace in America Gol. 
<< per week each, arrears 1,7421.“ The noble 
Lord with the blue ribband has juſt called them 
Ambaſſadors, Have we then already acknow- 
Jedged the United Colonies of America as a 
ſovereign ſtate, like the United Provinces of 
Holland? If we have not, that event muſt 
happen. The peaceful mode adopted by the 
brothers, according to my calculation, will 
not ſoon reflore peace in America. It may poſſibly 
be the period of the Trojan war, ten years at 
leaſt, fo that the nation may compliment the 
Howe family with above one hundred thouſand 
pounds free gift, at the rate of 100l. per week 
each brother, beſides the ſettled pay and perqui- 


ſites, as officers. But, fir, what connection has 
ſuch 
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ſuch an article as this with the Civil Lift, with 
his Majeſty's houſehold ? 

Let us not now, fir, raſhly proceed in the 
iniquitous method of deciding on theſe two 
important queſtions, the expenditure, and the 
increaſe of the Civil Liſt, without hearing 
the evidence, or hearing it only in part. We 
have not ſufficient Data to proceed. By ſuch 
injuſtice we Joſt America, We proſcribed 
the inhabitants of Boiton without hearing 
them, and in the ſame manner adopted coer- 
cive and ſanguinary meaſures againſt the other 
colonies. Let us not now advance a fingle 
ſtep but with caution, with fear and trembling. 
We are aſked to furniſh the miniſters with 
weapons, which may be employed to our dee 
ſtruction, againſt the liberties of our own coun- 
try. An increaſed undue influence muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be created, and the overgrown powes 
of the Crown enlarged. Minifters only want 
what are called {be finews of war. The doc- 
trine is now avowed of the legality of intro- 
ducing foreign troops into the Britiſh domi- 
nions. The miniſter has the power of the ſword, 
when we give him that of the purſe. How ma- 
ny nations have totally loſt their liberties by 

me 
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internal corruption, and by mercenary armies ? 
There is an affected falſe alarm about faction 
and civil diſcord, diſturbances and + inſurrec- 
tions, but it is well known, that civil diſ- 
ſentions have ofren among us been even fa- 
vourable to freedom. Monteſquieu obſerves of 
England, On voit la liberté ſartir ſans ceſſe 
des feux de la diſcorde et de la ſedition, le 
Prince toujours chancelant ſur un trone in- 
& tbranlable.” “ 

I defire, fir, to ſubmit to the noble Lord 
near me, whether, in point of form and pre- 
cedent, inſtead of diſcharging the order for 
referring the King's meſſage to the committee 
of ſupply, which his Lordſhip has moved, it 
would not be more proper to inſtruct the com- 
mittee on the two important points of the 
meſſage, the paying his Majeſty's debts, and 
the addition to the ſtanding revenue of the 
Crown. If his Lordſhip and the Houle adopt 
that 3 | ſhall then move, That it be an 

"= Inſteucyion 
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+ Wije and good Kings, being taught by reaſon and 
experience, that nations delight i in the peace and juſtice 
of a good government, will never fear a general in- 
ſurrection, hilft they take care it be rightly admi- 
niftred, and find themſelves by this means to be ſafe. 

Algernon Sydney, page 417+ 
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& j;nſ{truction to the ſaid committee, that, before 
e they proceed to conſider of his Majeſty's 
© moſt gracious meſſage, they do conſider of 
te the cauſes of the debts due on account of the 
« Civil Lift, and likewiſe what further pro- 
* viſion may be neceſſary to ſupport the ſplen- 


dor and dignity of the Crown of Great- 
Britain.“ 


The 
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The PROTEST of tie LORDS, 
On the'16th of April 1777. 


Di ſſentient, 


F OR the reaſons contained in the amend- 
ment propoſed and rejected, viz. in lieu of 
the Addrefs, to ſubſtitute the following : 


To aſſure his Majeſty of the inviolable af- 
fection and loyalty of this Houſe; and that 
it is with the ſincereſt affliction we find our 
duty to his Majeſty, and our country, entire- 
ly incompatible with our compliance with 
the requeſt made to us in his Majeſty's name. 

That at a time when the increaſe of Public 
Debt, attended with a decreaſe of the Britiſh 
empire, manifeſtly required the utmoſt oeco- 
nomy in the management of the Revenues of 
the Crown, we cannot behold, without aſto- 
niſhment and indignation, a profuſion in your 
Majeſty's miniſters, which the greateſt proſpe- 
rity of our affairs could ſcarcely excuſe, 


That 
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That this Houſe, with the moſt zealous de- 
votion to your Majeſty's true intereſts, beg 
leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, that we 


humbly apprehend the clear revenue of- 


800, oo0l. a year, which ſupported the go- 
varnment and court of your Majeity's grand- 
father of happy memory in great authority- 
and magnificence, is fully ſufficient (if ma- 
naged by your Majeſty's ſervants with the 


ſame integrity and oeconomy) to maintain alſo» 


the honour and dignity of your Majeſty's- 
Crown, in that reverence in which we wiſh,. 
as much at leaft as thoſe who have ſquandered: 
away your revenues, to ſee it always ſup- 
ported. 


Parliament has already in confideration (we 
ſappoſe) of ſome expences at. the beginning 
of your Majeſty's reign, diſcharged the debts 
and incumbrances on the Civil Liſt to a very 
great amount. Again to exceed the revenue 
granted by Parliament, without its authority, 
and to abuſe its indulgence in paying one 
debt, by contracting, in ſo ſhort a time, ano- 
ther, and a greater, is, on the firſt view, a 
criminal act. Your Majeſty's miniſters ought. 


to. have laid ſome. matter before this Houſe, . 


tending 
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tending to ſhew that your Majeſty's govern- 
ment could not be reputably ſupported on the 
proviſion made by Parliament; whereas they 
have only laid before us the heads on which they 
have exceeded, without any thing which can 
tend either to juſtify or excuſe the ekceſs ; and 
the only reaſon given to us for paying that 
debt is, that your Majeſty's miniſters have 
incurred it. 

With regard to the further increaſe of your 
Majeſty's Civil Liſt revenues, we muſt de- 
cline any concurrence therein, not ſolely from 
motives of oeconomy (though at no time 


more ſtrictly required) but from a dread alſo | 


of the effect of ſuch an augmentation on the 
honour and integrity of Parliament, by veſt- 
ing ſuch large ſums without account in the 
hands of miniſters. When an opinion is known 
to prevail, and which we have no means of 
contradicting, that your Majeſty's Civil Liſt 
revenues are employed in creating an undue 
influence in Parliament, it would be extreme- 
ly unbecoming of us to vote, without mani— 
feſt reaſon, great ſums out of the property 


of your Majeſty ſubjects, which are ſuppoled _ 


to be applied to our private emolument, It 1s 
our 


W 
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bur duty to attend to the reputation of Par- 

hament ; and we beg leave to repreſent to yout | 
Majeſty, that a further increaſe of the preſent 
overgrown influence of the Crown, would be 
a treacherous gift from Parliament even to the | 


Crown itſelf, as it will enable the miniſters to 
carry on thoſe deluſive ſyſtems which have | 
been fatally adopted, and which, if purſued, 
muſt lead to the ruin, as they have already 
produced the- diſtraction of this once great 
empire. 
ABINGDON, 
ABERGAVENNY, 
ARCHER, 
KING, 
THANET, 
TORRINGTON, 
STAMFORD, 
. EFFINGHAM, 
PORTLAND, | 
RICHMOND, : 
ROCEKINGHAM, 
FITZWILLIAM, 
DEVONSHIRE, 
MANCHESTER, 


The 
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The PROTEST of the Earl of RADNOR. 
On the firſt of May 1777. 
Diſſentient, 


Bercavs, though I admit, and zea- 
louſly contend, that the ſplendor and dignity 
of the Crown of Great Britain, and the cre- 
dit of the royal houſehold, ought for his Ma- 
jeſty's perſonal ſatisfaction, no leſs than for 
the honour of the nation, to be maintained 
by liberal grants of Parliament, (liberal be- 
yond the charge of parſimony, or a minute 
calculation of the demands on government) 
yet, when no conſideration is had, and no 
account whatever given in of various produc- 
tive funds, of which his Majeſty's ſervants 
are in the receipt, and which are never ac- 
counted for in Parliament, I muſt inſiſt that 
all calculations of a deficiency in the aſſumed 
ſum of doo, oool. only, are fallacious and 
abſurd. 

Becauſe thefe funds produce either the exact 
ſum of 78,060], or more, or leſs, If they 
pro- 


1 
produce that ſum, the produce more than li- 
quidates the preſent ſtated debt. If they pro- 
duce leſs, but yet produce ſomething, the ac- 
counts upon the table cannot be true; for 
| ſuch produce would then either have been ac- 
counted for in diminution of this debt, or 
ſuch produce is ſtill in hand, and the means 
of diſcharging ſuch debt remain; or there has 
been ſome ſecret expenditure to which it has 
been applied, and which adminiſtration have 
not thought fit to mention. If they produce, 


as I cannot but think they do produce, con- 
ſiderably more, it ſurely reſts upon miniſters 
to ſhew the application, rather than becomes 
the credulity of Parliament to accept theſe 
accounts as complete, or its generoſity to ſup- 
ply with ſuch readineſs, and conſequently en- 
courage the wantonneſs of their profuſion, as 
to the amount, and perhaps their criminality 
in the deſtination of the ſums. 


And becauſe when (excluſive of the enor- 
mous ſums ſtated to be lodged with certain 
perſons who are members of the Houſe of 
Commons, for ſecret and ſpecial ſervices, 
words calculated to perplex and not inform) 
the extravagant amount of ſalaries and ac- 
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E 2 knowledged 
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knowledged penſions (to which parliamentary 
jealouſy claims a right of making a large ad- 
dition on account of the general belief, 
amounting with many perſons to an internal 
conviction of conſiderable diſburſements for 
ſecret and unacknowledged purpoſes) is con- 
ſidered; I hold it my duty, as a member of 
the legiſlature, to withhold the additional 
means, afforded by this bill, of corrupting the 
integrity of Parliament. 


RA DN OR. 


9 
Vorks of My, 1777. 


Ordered, Nemine contradicente, 


That Mr. Speaker be deſired to print the 
Speech made by him to His Majeſty, in the 
Houſe of Peers, this day, upon his preſenting 
to His Majeſty the Bill for the better ſupport 
of His Majeſty's houſehold, and of the ho- 
nour and dignity of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, which then received the Royal Aſſent. 
The SPEECH of the Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons, Sir Fletcher Norton, 


Mai Gracious Sovereign, 

The Bill which it is now my duty to 
* preſent to your Majeſty, is intituled, An 
* "A for the better ſupport of his Majeſty's houſe- 
% hol, and of the honour and dignity of the 
* crown of Great Britain: to which your 
„Commons huinbly beg your Royal Aſſent. 

„By this Bill, fir, and the reſpectful cir- 
e cumſtances which preceded and accompanied 


« it, your Commons have given the fulleſt 


« and cleafcit proof of their zeal and affection 
E. 3 4 
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48 
4c for your Majeſty. For in a time of public 
« diſtreſs, full of difficulty and danger, their 
* conſtituents labauring under burthens almoſt tos 
« heavy to be gboxne, your faithful Commons 
<< poſtponed all other buſineſs ; and, with as 
„much diſpatch as the nature of their pro- 
& ceedings would admit, have not only grant- 
* ed to your Majeſty a large preſent ſupply, 
* but alſo very great additional revenue ;— 
<« great beyond example; great, beyond yaur 
« Majeſ/ly's higbeſi expence. 

„But all this, fir, they have done, in a 
« well-grounded confidence, that you will 
<< apply wiſely what they have granted liberaliy; 
<« and feeling what every good ſubject muſt 
<< feel with the greateſt ſatisfaction, that, un- 
<< der the direction of your Majeſty's wiſdom, 
ee the affluence and grandeur of the Sovereign. 
e will reflect dignity and honour upon his 
&« people.” 


/ Vorts of May , 1777. 


Reſolved, That the Speaker of this Houſe, 
in his Speech to his Majefty, at the bar of the 


Houſe of Peers on Wedneſday laſt, and which 
was 
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was deſired, Nemine contradicente, by this Houſe, 
to be printed, did expreſs, with juſt and pro- 
per energy, the zeal of this Houſe, for the 
ſupport of the Honour and Dignity of the 
Crown, in circumſtances of great public 
charge. 


Ordered, That the thanks of this Houſe be 


returned to Mr. Speaker for his ſaid Speech to 
His Majeſty. 


Vorks of Feb. 21, 1777. 


A Petition of the Truſtees of the Britiſt 
Muſeum was brought up and read. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Petition be referred 
to the conſideration of a Committee of the 
whole Houſe. 


Vores of April 28, 1777. 


| Ordered, * That the Account of Annual 
© Expence and Income of The Britiſh Muſeum, 
*< from the firſt of January 1768, to the 31ſt 
4 of December 1776, be referred to the ſaid 
© Committee [to conſider further of the Supp!y 


= granted to His Majeſty].” 


E 4 Ar. 
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Ar. Wiles ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 

„ * Before the Petition of the Truſtees of the 
Britiſh Muſeum is referred to the conſideration 

of the Committee of Supply, I beg the in- 

dulgence of the Houſe to ſubmit a few general 


ideas on that ſubject, entirely independent of 


party and politics. The encouragement of all 
uſeful knowledge, and the protection of the arts 
and ſciences, with a particular attention to our 
own manufactures, appear to me, fir, juſt ob- 
jects of public regard, and highly deſerving par- 
liamentary conſideration, eſpecially in this great 
commercial country, Among the many proofs of 
the improvement of our national taſte, and love 
of polite literature, the eſtabliſhment of the Bri- 
tiſh Muſeum claims the pre- eminence. It roſe 
under the favourable auſpices of this Houſe, 
has been carefully watched over by us, and [ 
hope will ſtill continue to receive our friendly 
protection and ſupport. Various branches of 
learning have already derived ſingular advan- 

tages ſrom that rich repoſitory, and I think it 
5 may be made yet more extenſiyely uſeful to 
this 
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( 87) 
this kingdom. This, fir, can only be done 
by this Houſe, by. parliamentary aſſiſtance. I 
ſhall at preſent confine myſelf to general ideas, 
and only throw out ſome hints for a future 
day's conſideration, 

It ſeems to me, fir, highly expedient that 
the Truſtces of the Britzh Muſeum ſhould not 
only be enabled adequately to fulfil the ob- 
jets of their public truſt, by making what 
is already collected as uſeful as poſſible to the 
nation, but ſtill farther to extend the laudable 
purpoſes of their inſtitution, Their preſent 
funds we find by their Petition are incompe- 
tent even to the contracted plan now purſued. 
It is a general complaint that the Britiſi Muſeum 
is not ſufficiently acceſſible to the public, This 
muſt neceſſarily happen from the deficiency of 
their reyenues, The truſtees cannot pay a 
proper number of - officers and attendants. 
This will to-day be in part the conſideration 
of the committee, into which the Houſe will 
ſoon reſolve itſelf. But, fir, I wiſh their 
plan much enlarged, eſpecially on two impor- 
tant objects, Boks and Paintings. This capt- 


tal after ſo many ages remains without any 


conſiderable public library. Rome has the im- 
menſe 


658) 


menſe collection of the Vatican, and Patis 
ſcarcely yields to the miſtreſs of the world by 
the greatneſs of the King's Library, They are 
both open at ſtated times, with every proper 
accommodation, to all ſtrangers. London 
has no large public Library. The beſt here 
is the Royal Society's, but even that is inconſi- 
derable, neither is it open to the public, nor 
are the neceſſary conveniences afforded ſtrangers 
for reading or tranſcribing. The Br:1ifh Mu- 
ſeum, fir, is rich in Manuſcripts, the Har- 
lian collection, the Cottonian Library, the collec- 
tion of Charles I. and many others, eſpecially 
on our own hiftory, but it is wretchedly poot 
in printed books. I wiſh, fir, a ſum was al- 
Jowed by parliament for the purchaſe of the moſt 
valuable editions of the beſt authors, and an Act 
paſſed to oblige every printer, under a certairi 
penalty, to fend a copy bound of every pub- 
Jication he made to the Britiſh Muſeum. Our 
poſterity by this, and other acquiſitions, might 
perhaps poſſeſs a more valuable treaſure than 
even the celebrated Alexaridrian collection, for 
notwithſtanding that ſelfiſhneſs, which marks 
the preſent age, we have not quite lot ſight 
of every benezhctal proſpect for futurity. Con- 

ſiderable 


(I 


fiderable donations might likewiſe, after ſuch 
a ſanction of parliamentary approbation, be 
expected from private perſons, who in Eng- 
land, more than in any country of the 
world, bave enlarged views for the general 
good and glory of the ſtate, 


The Britih Muſeum, fir, poſſeſſes few va- 
Juable paintings, yet we are anxious to have an 
Engliſh ſchool of painters. If we expect to ri- 
val the Italian, the Flemiſh, or even the 
French, - ſchool, our artiſts muſt have before 
their eyes the finiſhed works of the greateſt 
maſters. Such an opportunity, if I am right- 
ly informed, will ſoon preſent itſelf. I under- 
ſtand that an application is intended to par- 
liament, that one of the firſt collections in 
Europe, that at Houghton, made by Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, of acknowledged ſuperiority to 
moſt in Italy, and ſcarcely inferior even to 
the Duke. of Orleans's in the Palais Royal) 
at Paris, may be fold by the family. I hope it 
will not be diſperſed; but purchaſed by par- 
liament, and added to the Britih Muſeum. I 
wiſh, fir, the eye of painting as fully grati- 
hed, as the ear of muſic is in this iſland; which 


at laſt bids: fair to vecome a favourite abode of 
the 
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the polite arts. A noble gallery ought to be built 
in the ſpacious garden of the Britiſb Muſeum for 


the reception of that invaluable treaſure, Such 


an important acquiſition as the Houghton col- 
lection, would in ſome degree alleviate the con- 
cern, which every: man of taſte now feels at 
being deprived of viewing thoſe. prodigies of 
art, the Cartons of the divine Raphael. King 
William, although a Dutchman, really loved 
and underſtood the polite arts. He had the 
fine feelings of a man of taſte, as well as the 
ſentiments of a hero. He built the princely 
ſuite of apartments at Hampton-Court, on. 
purpoſe for the reception of thoſe heavenly 
gueſts. The Engliſh nation were then ad- 
mitted to the rapturous enjoyment of their 
beauties. They have remained there till this 
reign. At preſent they are periſhing in a late 
®* Baronet's ſmoky houſe at the end of a great ſmoky 
town. f They are entirely ſecreted from the 

public. 


A 


— 


* Sir Charles Sheffield's houſe in St. James's Park, 
now called the Queen's Palace. 

- + The royal Procruſtes, who has founded an Aca- 
demy of Painting, after an exact admeaſurement, ob- 
ſerving very ſagaciouſly, that the Cartons were to 
* long, and ought to be cut ſhorter,” a ſacrilegious 


hand 
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public eye; yet; ſir, they were purchaſed with 
public money, before the acceſſion of the 
Brunſwick Line, not brought from Herren- 
hauſen. Can there be, fir, a greater mortifi- 
cation to any Engliſh gentleman of taſte, than 
to be thus deprived of feaſting his delighted 
view with what he moſt deſired, and had al- 
ways conſidered as the pride of our ifland, as 
an invaluable national treaſure, as a common 
bleſſing, not as private property? The kings 
of France and Spain permit their ſubjects the 
view of all the pictures in their collections, 
and ſure, ſir, an equal compliment is due to 
a generous and free nation, who give their 
prince an income of above a million a year, 
even under the greateſt public burthens, 

A remarkable opportunity, fir, of improy- 
ing the national taſte in painting, which was 
lately loſt, I hope may now be recovered, 
The incomparable + Sir Joſhua Reynolds, and 
ſome other great painters, who do honour to 

our 


— 


hand was found, which---horrejco referens !---mingied 
the divine works of the moſt divine artiſt, that they 
might exactly fit their preſent improper, ignoble ſi - 
tuation. | 

+ Sir Jo/hua Reynolds has given this iſland a fair 


claim to the following beautiful * Tickell, 
dee 


( 62 ) 


eur country, generouſly offered the late ® biſhop 
of London to adorn the cathedral of St. Paul's, 
that glorious monument of the magnificence 
of our anceſtors, with ſome of their moſt va- 
luable works; hut the propoſition had to en- 
counter the abſurd, gothic prejudices of a taſle- 
leſs and ignorant prelate, which were found to 
be inſuperable, We have the ſatisfaction at 


prefent of having in the + ſee of London a 
gentleman 


— 
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See on her Titian s and her Guido's urns 
Her falling arts forlorn Heſperia mourns ; 
While Britain wins each garland from her brow, 
Her wit and freedom firft, her TI. nou, 

* Dr. Richard Terrick. 

+ If I may be indulged a conjecture, it ſhould be 
that not the /olid piety, nor the ſound learning, nor the 
claſſical taſte, nor the merited correction, which, in 
the cauſe of polite literature, the preſent Biſhop of 
London gave the mitred cynick of Gloucefter, captivated 
Mr. Wilkes ſo much as that love of liberty, and deteſta- 
tion of tyrants, which are ers in the writings 
of our excellent Dioceſan. In his lectures De ſacra 
« Poet: Hebræorum, a wonderful work from the Cia- 
rendon Preſs at Oxford, with the imprimatur of the 
Vice-Chencellor Browne in 1753, this worthy Prelate 
quotes with diftinguſhed praiſe the inſpired verſes ſung 
at all the public feſtivals of the Athenians in honour 
ot the Greek heroes, Harmodius and Ariſtogiton, who 
flew the tyrant Hipparchus. The good Biſhop declares 
the verſes to be * ingrnioſi ceite poetæ, et valde boni 
C 8 
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gentleman, not only of ſolid piety, but of 
the ſoundeſt learning, and of exquiſitive, claſ- 
ſical taſte. I hape at ſuch a favourable mo- 


ment the propoſition will be renewed and ac- 


cepted . 
a As 


Num verendum erat, ne quis tyrannidem Piſiſtrati- 
darum Athenis inſtaurare auderet, ubi in omnibus 
conviviis, et æque ab infima plebe in compitis, quo- 
tidie cantitaretur Exoacoy illud Calliftrati neſcio cujua, 
led ingenioſi certe poetz, et valde boni civis ? 


Ey pwvprs xaad; To L105 goenow, 
OQan:p Apo tos K Apiroyarury 
Ts Toy Tuparvoy xTarrlu, 
ITorouss Y ANuras tenornuonTiw. 
rt Aepodi, ri Ta TEIMNAS, 
Nyoors d er Acer 0s 02010 eras 
Ira Tee T0d wins &, 
Tod eid uv r 0x00 Atound ts, 
Er kwpTs Zandt To $1305 gornomy 
Qare? Appuoding x* ApiSoyarawr, 
Or Adyrauys ir Zvoicus 
Ap Tvexrror ITTagyoer txairtrhu. 
Aa c OwY N $oTeTHy; Kar” ds, 
S e A pods x ApiSoyarer, 
Ori Tor TvPpaVvvor xTAYETOY, 
Iooropss T AN,, £TUNTATOY, | 


Quod ſi polt 1dus illas Martias e TyrannoQonis quifpiam 
tale alequod carmen plebi tradidifſet, inque Suburram, 
et fori circu'os, et in ora vulgi intuliſſet; actum pro- 
fecto fuiſſet de partibus deque dominatione Cæſarum: 


plus mehercule valuiſſet unum Ap H ν 14x05 quam 
Ciceronis Ph. lippicæ omnes, 


Anothe: 


*,+ Dr. Robert Lowth, 


a 
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As almolt all arts and ſciences, as well a4 
Tome of the moſt uſeful manufaQures, have a 
connection with each other, they will likewiſe 


give each other a mutual aſſiſtance. The 
| beautiful 
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Another important circumſtance on this great occaſion 
vas neglected by the Roman heroes, Erutus and Caſſius 
The dead body of the uſurper ought immediately to have 
been thrown into the Tiber. Mark Antony's eloquent, 
hut ſeditious and peſtilent, funeral oration had not in 
that caſe been pronounced, nor the multitude driven to 
madneſs by his inſidious artifices, and the affecting 
ſpectacle of the corpſe of Cæſar, mangled with many 
wounds. The republic perhaps had ſurvived, at leaſt 
during the life of Brutus. The name, and family of 


the tyrant, might after the ide of March have been 


rendered odious by popular ſongs, and the Biſhop 
blames the Romans for not copying from the Greeks 
in this reſpect. Liberty might have triumphed, 
and ſo general a horror of tyranny been diffuſed through 
the republic, that Suetonius could never have ſhocked 
all poſterity by a detail, ridiculouſly minute and diſ- 
guſting, of the monſtrous crimes of the uſurper's 
ſucceſſors, when no longer controlled by fear or any 


legal reſtraints. That writer however argues in my 


opinion againſt deſpotie power better than Sydney, 
Locke, or Price. 

The idea in the Greek verſes, which the Biſhop 
ſo juſtly admires, of the two heroes bearing their 
daggers in branches of myrile was taken from what 
happened at the feaſt of Panathenza. The Athe- 
nians carried large myrile branches in all their 


great ſolemnities and ſacrifices, Among theſe were 
| the 
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beautiful art of engraving, which is now car- 


ried among us to an aſtoniſhing degree of per- 
fection, will come to the aid of her ſiſter paint- 
Vor. Il. F ing. 


the patriotic daggers of Harmodius and Ariſtogiton 
concealed. Undoubtedly they thought with all anti- 
quity, that thoſe, who trample on the equal rights of 
mankind, and riſe ſuperior to the laws of their coun - 
try, ſo that they cannot be brought to a formal trial, 

nor made to expiate their crimes by the fevord of juftice, 
may be righteouſly puniſhed by the dagger patrio- 
ti/m. The Greeks and Romans not only ſpoke dag- 
gers, but uſed them in the cauſe of liberty, for they 
believed that the moſt acceptable ſacrifice to the Gods 
was an uſurper, or human tyrant. 


Victima haud ulla amplior 
Poteſt, magiſque opima mactari Jovi 
Quim rex iniquus. SENECA. 


When the City of London in 1772 voted a luer 
cup to Mr. Wilkes for his defence of freedom in the 
caſe of the printers, and left the deſign and ornaments 
to hi direction, the Death of Cayſar in the Roman ſe- 
nate was the ſubject of his choice; It is certainly one 
of the greateſt ſacrifices to public liberty recorded in 
hiſtory. The dagger in the firſt quarter of the City 
Arms, which of courſe were to be embofſed on the 
aſe, does not ſeem to have ſuggeſted to him either the 
idea of the dagger, with which Sir William Walworth, 
a Lord Mayor of London in the reign of Richard IT, 
killed Wat Tyler, or of the © curtana,” the © ſhort 
« {word”* of St, Paul, accorling to the idle diſputes 

01 
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ing. We have ſhewn our attention to that art 
this very ſeſſion. I hope hereafter, even in 
this cold, raw climate, to be warmed with the 
glowing colours of our own gobelins tapeſtry, 


and I wiſh encouragement was given by par- 
liament 


—_ 


— — 


of dull antiquarians, but probably it furniſhed the 
hint of 


The dagger wont to pierce the tyrant's breaſt. 
POPE, 


Julius Cæſar is repreſented in the baſs-relief on the 
vaſe, as he is deſcribed by all hiſtorians in that im- 
portant moment, gracefully covering himſelf with the 
toga, and falling at the baſe of a pedeſtal, which ſup- 
ports the ſtatue of Pompey the Great. Brutus, Caſ- 
fius, and the other noble Romans, who conſpired to 
reſtore freedom to their country, form a circle around 
the body of Cæſar. Their daggers, after the godlike 
robe, ſeem reeking with the tyrant's blood, and are 
raiſed to heaven, Every eye is fixed on Brutus, who 
is in the attitude of congratulating Cicero on the 
recovery of the public liberty, and pointing to the 
proftrate and expiring uſurper. The figure of Brutus 
ftands out in very bold and high relieve, is particularly 
ſtriking, and the capital of the whole groupe. At the 
bottom of the vaſe is the following inſcription, encircled 
with myrile and oak leaves, 

May every tyrant feel 
Tho keen, deep ſ-archings of 2 patriot ſteel! 
CHUR CHIBEL, 
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hiament to that noble manufadure, which in 
France almoſt rivals the powers of painting. 
The important advantages of ſuch a commerce 
too we may learn from our neighbours. 


Jam not alarmed, fir, at the great expence, 
which ſome gentlemen ſeem to dread as the 
inevitable confequence of what I have men- 
tioned, The treaſures of a ſtate are well em- 
ployed in works of national magnificence, 
The power and wealth of ancient Greece 


were moſt ſeen and admired in the ſplendour 


of the temples, and other ſublime ſtructures, 
of Pericles. He boaſted, that every art would 
be exerted, every hand employed, every ci- 
tizen in the pay of the ſtate, and the city, not 
only beautified, but maintained by itſelf. The 
ſums he expended on the public buildings of 
lettered Athens, in the maſt high and palmy ſtate 
of Greece, after the brilliant victories over the 
Perfians, diffuſed riches and plenty among the 
people at that time, and will be an eternal mo- 


nument of the glory of that powerful repub- 


lic. The Parthenon only, or Temple of Mi- 
nerva, acknowledged to be the moſt beautiful 
piece of antiquity now remaining in the world, 

* which 
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which is of the pureſt white marble, coft, with 
its . ſtatues and ſculptures, above a thouland 
talents, near 200, oool. + 

One obſervation here, ſir, naturally oceurs, 
which juſtice to the Traſtees of the Britiſh Mu- 
ſeum demands. No public money has ever 
been more faithfully, more frugally applied to 
the purpoſes, for which it has been given, than 
what they have received. Perhaps the Truſtees 
of the Britiſh Muſeum are the only body of 
men, who have never been ſuſpected of want 
either of fidelity or ceconomy. I think there- 
fore we may ſafely truſt them farther, not pe- 


| 
| 
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nuriouſly, but largely, on a great, national 
concern, eſpecially when their accounts are 
ſo frequently ſubmitted to the examination of 

parliament. | 
Learning, fir, and the polite arts, have 
ſcarcely more than three enemies, ignorance 
and ſtupidity always, ſuperſtition often. The 
noble + Lord with the blue ribband, who is at 
the 


+ In the Tables of the learned Dr. Arbuthnot the 
Attick Talent is valued at 1931. 158. 


t Eord North, Firſt Lord* of the Treaſury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchcquer, 
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the head of the finances of this country, poſ- 
ſeſſes wit, genius, a great deal of true taſte, 
and a very cultivated underſtanding. The moſt 
important eſtabliſhment of this kingdom in 
taſte and literature now ſupplicates the aſſiſt- 
ance and protection of this Houſe, The fine 
arts have in his Lordſhip.a judicious admirer, 
and of conſequence a generous benefactor, a 
powerful protector. | 


Vorks of April 29, 1777. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being 
put, „That the Reſolution of this Houſe, 
of the 17th of February 1769, that Fobn 
& IWilkes, Eſquire, having been in this Seſſion 
* of Parliament, expelled this Houſe, was, and 
is, incapable of being elected a Member to 
& ſerve in this preſent Parliament, be ex- 
e punged from the Journals of this Houſe, . 

as being ſubverſive of the Rights of the 

„ whole Body of Electors of this kingdom,“ 


F 3 Ar. 
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Ar. illes ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 


The important Rights of Election in the 
people are ſo deeply intereſted in the Queſtion, 
which I think it my duty to move again to 
this Houſe, that no apology can be neceſſary 
for my embracing this, and every, opportu- 
nity, which the forms of parliament permit, 
of bringing this buſineſs again to our conſide- 
ration. 

Every Elector in the kingdom, fir, was in- 
jured by the reſolution of the laſt parliament 
in the caſe of the Miduleſer Elections. A fatal 
precedent is thereby created of making an In- 
capacity by a Vote of this Houſe, where the 
law of the land, and common right, ren- 
dered the party- eligible. The words of the 
Reſolution of the 17th of February, 1969, 
are, That John Wilkes, Eſquire, having 
<< been, in this Seſſion of Parliament, expel- 

led 
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ec led this Houſe, was, and 1s, incapable of 
being elected a Member to ſerve in this 
e preſent Parliament.” By this arbitrary and 
capricious Yate the Houſe eſtabliſhed an In- 
capacity unknown to the laws of the land. 
It is a direct aſſuming of the whole legiſlative 
power, for it gives to the Reſolution "of one 
Houſe the virtue of an act of the entire legiſ- 
lature to bind the whole. The King, the 
Lords, the Commons of the realm, ſuffer 
alike from this uſurpation. It effectually 
deſtroys both the form and eſſence of this free 
conſtitution. The right of repreſentation is 
taken away by this vote. It is difficult, ſir, to 
decide, whether the deſpotic body of men, which 
compoſed the laſt rotten parliament, intended 
by the whole of their conduct in the Middle- 
ſex Elections to cut up by the roots our moſt 
invaluable Franchiſes and Privileges, or only 
to ſacrifice to the rage of an incenſed court 
one obnoxious individual. In either caſe the 
rights of the nation were betrayed by that 
Parliament, and baſely ſurrendered into the 
hands of the miniſter, that is of the crown. 

We are, fir, the guardians of the laws. It 


is our duty to oppoſe all uſurped power in 
76 the 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 


the King or the Lords.“ We are criminal," 


8 „ The following extract from the ſpeech of Mr. 
Wilkes to the Liver y of London, when he quitted the 
ofñce of Lord Mayor, Nov. 8, 1775, gives a remark -" 
able inſtance of an attac k on the liberty of the ſubjcct. 
by the Zcuſe of Lords in the preceding February. 

The laſt year, gentlemen, has paſſed without any 
attack on our rights and privileges from the Houſe of 
Commons. That arbitrary and unprincipled body 
has been almoſt wholly emp! 'oyed, with the induſtry 
and ſpirit of fiends, in the vain and wicked attempt of 
per fecting their plans to eftabliſh deſperijm in New. 
England, and Popery i in Canada. They have ſtained 
the Britiſh laurels with the guiltieſs blood of our fel- 
low-ſubjefts in America. But the Fouſe of Lords 
early in the preſent year made a dirc& attack on the 
rigats of every Commoner in Engvand, aud the eſſen- 
tial privileges of this city, They ordered a citizen, Mr. 
Randall, u:heare!, into cuſtody, without any appeal to: 
a Jury, only tor-diſreſpedtul words againſt a Member 
of their Houſe [Lord Lyttelton. ] Although parties, they 
endeavovred to eftab}tth themſelves judges in their own 
cauſe, in equal violation of the dictates of. common 
ſenſe and juſtice, and in the firſt inſtance, not by an 
appe:] from an inferior court to them, as the ſupreme 


500 ücature of the Kingdom. e Gentleman Ujner of 
the Biack Ked [Sir Francis Molyneux] came repeat- 
edly with his aſüſtants here to ſeize a citizen, but not- 
with _ ging the expreſs sſlertion in the order of the 
peers, int he ftiould find it a ot ient warrant for the 
attachment of the body of a freeman, Mr. Randall 
remained fate in his own houſe under the protection of 
the laws, and your Chief Magiſtrate. The officer of 
| tue. 
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when we conſent to the exerciſe of any ille- 
gal 


— 


the Houſe of Lords pteferred an ignominious retreat to 
Weſtminſter to the certainty of his own commit 
ment in the city by a really ſufficient warrant, which L 
would have iffued, if he had perſevered. He made a 
report of what be had not done, and that diſgraceful 
entry in the Journals of the Houſe of Lords gives us 
another demonſtration, that in this free country all 
uſurped authority mult in the end yield to law and the. 
conſtitution, for Mr. Randal has ever ſince remained 
among us in perfect ſecurity, as unmoleſted from the 
i! egal attacks of the Lords, as Mr. Miller has been 
trom the late ſimilar outrages of the Commons, &c. 
From the pre-eminence, gentlemen, to which , your 
Favour raifed me, I now return with pleaſure to my 
tormer ſtate of one of your magiſtrates, and to mingle 
with the maſs of my fellow-citizens, &c, &c, &c. 
Junius in the letter of May 28, 1770, ſays, The 
© urbitrary power they [ tte Lords] have aſſumed of in- 
© pojing fines and conmilling during pleaſare, will now 
be — in its full extent; and in a note he 
adds, „“ The man who reſifls and overcomes this ini- 
yuitous power, aſſumed by the LORDS, muſt be ſaupport- 
ed by the whole people. We hawe the laws of our fide, 
and want nothing but an intrepid leader. When ſuch a 
man flanc's forth, let the nation lcok to it. It is not His 


_ but OUR OWN.” 
Junius, vol. 2. p. 98. 


In an Acdreſs to the Livery of Lendon from the 
Sheriffs Wilkes and Bull, dated April 6, 4772, it is 
laid, ©* we may congratulate our countrymen that the 
number cf theſe unfortunate perſons has not been 


at.cmpted to be increaſed this ſeſſion by any 2 
. Ry, of 


I 


gal power, much more, when we either exer- 
ciſe, 


th 


Royal Proclamaitons, or commitments during plea- 
ſure, made by either of the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment. Their late uſurpations on the perſonal rights 
and privileges of the people ſeem to be given up and 
furrendered. The Lords have not dared fo unconſti- 
tutional an order of impriſonment, nor to impoſe any 
fines at their arbitrary will for offences cognizable by 
Juries. No man has been committed at their bar for 
what their Votes, not the laws, declare ſeditious, nor 
for what they ſo readily find a libel on a brother Peer, 
nor have they ventured to condemn any perſon on the 
firft original hearing of a cauſe, which ought to come 
before them only by afpeal from the inferior Courts after 
the verdit of a Fury, The Houle of Commons have 
tacitly acquieſced in the claim made by many of our 
worthy fellow-citizens for the people at large, that the 
conſtituents have a right to be fully informed of the 
proceedings of their ſervants in Parliament. Their 
Votes indeed aſſert, “ that it is an indignity to, and a 
breach of, the privilege of this Houſe for any per- 

“ ſon to preſume to give, in written or printed newſ- 
papers, any account, or minutes of the Debates, or 
<< other proceedings, of the Houſe, or of any Com- 
<< mittee thereof, but the uſurpation was apparent, 
as well as the indignity to their maſters, and the breach 
of the privileges of their conſtituents. Their other 
Reſolution in conſequence fell into contempt, “ that 
„ upon diſcovery of the authors, printers, or pub- 
e Jliſhers of any ſuch written or printed newſpaper, 
<< the Houſe will proceed againſt the offenders with | 
4e the utmoſt ſeverity.” Several honeſt printers in de- 
Kance af their illegal orders gave the public all - 

the 
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ciſe, or ſolicit it ourſelvess This the plate 
Houſe 


— 


ka 


the particulars of their proceedings during the laſt 
Seſſion, proceedings which the Houſe prudently en- 
deavoured to hide in a darkneſs ſnited to their deeds. 
The moſt natural effect followed, a general abhorrence 
of them through the nation. The ſame perſons, who 
aſſerted our right the laſt winter, have through the 
preſent ſeſſion continued the exerciſe of it in its fulleſt 
extent, Notwithſtanding the Report of the © Com- 
© mittee to examine into the ſeverai facts and circum- 
e ſtances relative to the late obſtructions to the execu- 
« tion of the orders of the Houſe, and to conſider 
« what further proceedings may be requiſite toenforee 
« a due ohedience thereto,” was, in expreſs terms, that 
#he Houſe ſhould order, that the ſaid J. MiLLEes be 
taken into cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms attending th: 
Houſe, the faid MILLER is ſtill at large, ſtill conti- 

dues 


+ That their practice might be every way conform- 
able to their principles, the Houſe proceeded to advile 
the Crown to publiſh a Proclamation univerſally ac- 
knowledged to be illegal. Mr. Moreton [Chief Juſ- 
tice of Cheſter, and Attorney-General to the Queen} 
publicly proteſted againſt it before it was iſſued; and 
Lord Mansfield, though not ſcrupulous to an extreme, 
ſpeaks of it with horror. It is remarxable enough 
that the very men, who adviſed the Proclamation; aud 
who bear it arraigned. every day both within doors 
and without, are not daring enough to utter one word 
in its defence, nor have they ventured to take the leuit 
notice of Mr. Wilkes for diſcharging the perſons ap- 
prehended under it. 

Letters of Junius, vol. 2, p. 166. 


7 
Houſe of Commons did in the Addreſs to his 
Majeſty 


nues the ſevereſt attack upon them by faithfully pub- 
liſhing their proccedings, Rill braves their indignation, / 
and - -ſleeps ſecure in the city. Among the number 
of daily offenders of this kind, the corrupt majority 
in the Houſe of Commons have not preſumed to, 
commit a ſingle printer, although by the late Rgyal: 
Marriage Bill they have invaded the primary inherent 
rights of human nature, and the divine inſtitutions, in 
the perſons of the deſcendants of the late moſt excel- 
lent King, and, regardleſs of the cries of the ſtarving ' 
poor, employed themſelves this whole Seſſion only to 
enſlave the family of a Prince, whoſe memory be- 
comes every day more dear and ſacred to all true Eng- 
Iithmen. The people are now made the judges of the 
conduct of their repreſentatives, and the full exertion 
of the liberty of the preſs, that great bulwark of all 
our liberties, in ſupport of the conſtitution, with the 
other acquiſitions for the public, will render this æra 
ever memorable in our annals. Theſe triumphs over 
the miniſterial faction we hold more important at this 
period, becauſe they have been g:ined, when the 
Chief Magiſtrate of the capital [William Naſh, E;! 
had betrayed the rights he was choſen to defend, and 
trampled upon the known privileges of all the electors 
of this great city, which his upright predeceffor [Braſs 
Croſby, Efq; ] vindicated with true ſpirit and courage, 
&c, &c. : 
Mr. Wilkes in the firſt Parliament of this reign had 
the honour of being ordered to be taken into cuſtody by 
the Gentleman Uber of the Black Rod attending the Houſe 
of Lords---when their Lordſhips knew he was at Paris. 
In his letter, dated Oct. 22, 1764, from Paris, to the- 
Electors 


6. 
Majeſty to diſpenſe with the laws by iſſuing 
a Pro- 


* 


Electors of Ayleſbury, whom he formerly repreſented, 
the ground of the complaint againſt him to the Lords is 
ſlated. The complaint originated from Lord Sandwich. 
By an unnatural Alliance between Church and State, be- 
tween that lay Lord, and the Right Reverend Father in 
God, Dr. William Warburion, Biſhop of Glouceſter, a 
complaint of privilege had been made to the Houſe of 
Lords, that the name of Warburtoz had been put to ſome 
notes on the Eſſay on Woman, which the Biſhop diſ- 
claimed, I believe with truch, certainly -with great 
warmth. The pions Earl and meek Biſhop helped each 
other to put on their ſprrrtunl armour, and joined their 
forces in this holy xvar, which they carried on with 
religious rage and pricſliy crucliy. In the letter from Paris 
it is ſaid, “ter the affatr of the North Briton, the 
* government bribed one of my ſervants to ſteal a part 
© of the Eſay on Woman, and the other pieces, out of 
ee my houſe. Not quite a fourth part of the volume 
© had been printed at my own private preſs. The 
© work. had been diſcontinued for many months, be- 
fore | had the Jeaſt knowledge of the theft. Of 
that fourth part only twelve copies were worked off, 
«© and I never gave ong cf thoſe copies to any friend. 
c In this infamous manner did government get poſ- 
e ſeſſion of this new ſuhject of accuſation, and, ex- 
cept in the caſe of Alceraon Sydney, of this new 
cc ſpecies of crinie; for a Stuart only could make the 
e refinement in tyranny cf ranfacking and robbing - 
ce the receiſcs'of cloſets and ſtudies, in order to con- 
« vert private amu/cments into fate crimets. After 
de the ſervant had been bribed to commit the theft in 
« his maſter's houſe, the meſt zhandoned man ef the 
ce age, 


A 
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a Proclamation for the apprehending of two 
perſons, 


tage, [the Earl of Sandwich] who in this virtu- 
* ous reign had riſen to be Secretary of State, was 
6 bribed to make a complaint to the Houſe of Lords, 
© that I had publiſhed an infamous poem, which no 
% man there had ever feen. It was read before that 
great aſſembly of grave Lords and pious prelates, 
< excellent judges of wit and poetry, and ordered to 
* lie on the table, for the clerks of the Houſe to copy, 
t and to prbiiſh through the nation. The whole of 
„this progeeding was, I own, a public inſult on order 
© and decency; but it was committed by the Houſe 
% Lords, not by the accuſed Member of the Houſe 
*© of Commons.” 

Journals of the Houſe of Lords, Nov. 15, 1763. 

vol. 30, p. 415. 

Complaint was made to the Houſe of a printed 
Paper, intituled 4x Eſay on Woman, with notes, to 

| which. the name of the Right Reverend Dr, Warbur- 
i ton, Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, a Member of this 
| Houſe, is aſſixed, in breach of the Privilege of this 
Houſe, &. 

And ſome paſiages in the ſaid printed papers being 
read, 

It was reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral in Parliament aſſembled, that a printed paper, in- 
titled. © An Lay on Woman,” with the notes, &c, 
highly reflecting upon a Member of this Houſe, is a 
manifeſt breach of the privilege thereof, &c, &c. 

Journals of the Houſe of Lords, Jan. 23, 1764. 
vol 30 p. 456. 

The Lord Mansfield, Lord Chief Juſtice of the 

King's Bench, fat Speaker. | 


Orde ed, 
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perſons, not felons, but honeſt laborious 


nnn 
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Ordered, That Jobn Wi lkes, Eſquire, of Great 
George Street, Weſtminſter | kzown to be them in 
Paris}. do attend this Houſe to-morrow, {in We ay 
minſter]. 

Journals of the Houſe of Lords, Jan. 24, 1764. 
vol. 30, p. 458. 

| „The Lord Mansfield ſat Speaker. 

The Yeoman Uſher, being called upon to give an 
account of the ſervice of the Order of this Houſe for 


the attendance of Mr. Wilkes, acquainted the Houſe, 


&« that he went, with their Lordſhips ſaid order, yeſter- 
« day evening to Mr. Wilkes's houſe in Great George 
c Street, Weſtminſter; and that Mr. Wilkes's ſervant 
&« told him, he believed his Maſter was zz France, for 
& that he faw a letter from him on Tueſday laſt from 
&« Paris, that he could not tell the dite of it; but 
« as he was told it was ſix days in coming, he ſup- 
c poſes it was dated about the 13th of this month.” 

Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled, That it appearing to this Houſe, 
that John Wilkes, Eiquire, of Great George Street 
Weſtminſter, is the Author and PUBLISHER of the 
% Eſay on Woman,” with notes, Kc, he be, for the 
faid offence, taken into the cuſtody of the Gentleman 
Uſher of the Black Red. 

Accordingly, Ordered, by the Lords Spiritual and 


Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, that the Gentlo- 
man Uſher of the Black Rod attending this Houſe do 


FORTHWITH [at Paris] attach the body of the ſaid 
Jobn Wilkes, and bring him in fate cuſtody to the Bar 
of this Houſe, to anſwer for his ſaid offence : And 
this 1 be a ſuFcien! warrant in that behal 


16 
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Printers, Whebie and Thompſon, in 1771 Vet I 
have heard this day, and frequently of late, that 


very Houſe of Commons, notwithſtanding this 
| and 


— 
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To Sir — Robinſon, Knight, Gentleman 
er of the Black Rod attending this Houſe, his De- 
puty or Deputies, and every of them. 

Dominus Mansfeld, Capitalis Juſticiarius Banci Re- 
gii, declaravit præſens Parliamentum contiuuandum 
eſſe uſque ad et in diem Mercuri, viceſimum quintum 
diem inſtantis Januarii, hora undecima Auroræ, Do- 
minis fic decernentibus.“ 

This unconſtitutional power of the Gentleman Uber 
' of the Black Rod, an iron rod, by wh ch the Lords have 
frequently and forely chaſtiſed the nation, was deſtroyed 
by Mr. Wilkes in 1775. Although it may continue a rod 
of anger, it will be no longer a red of frength or op- 
preſſion, a ſeeptre to rule the people, It is broken, and 
like unto a reed. 

The Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, W on 
the motion of Lord Sandwich, that Mr. Wilkes had 
publiſhed a poem, which he concealed from every friend; 
and they gave to the world, . demonſtrated a tolerable 
ſhare both of folly and falſehood in their Lordſhips. It 
was properly indeed moved by the father of all fraud 
and treachery, but mankind deemed it in their Lord- 
ſhips a retaliation without the leaſt colour of juf- 
_ tice, very unbecoming the Supreme Court of Judi. 
cature in the kingdom, very becoming the Old Bailey. 
I ſhall conclude this di{graceſul buſineſs with the 
words of Mr. Wilkes at the Bar of the Court of King's 
Bench April 20, 1768. 

« As to the other charge againſt me for the publica. 


tizz: of a poem, which has given juſt offence, 1 will ag 
ſert 


( $t ) 


and many other violations of freedom, ſpoken 
of here with great applauſe. Gentlemen, fir, 
look much diſpleaſed. There is not, how- 
ever, fir, I am ſatisfied, one Gentleman of 
the law, who will now get up in his place, 
and juſtify that illegal Proclamation, which 

Vor. II. was 
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ſert that ſuch an idea never entered my mind. I bluſh 
again at the recollection that it has been at any time, 
and in any way, brought to the public eye, and drawn 
from the obſcurity in which it remained under my 
roof. Twelve copies of a ſmall part of it had been 
printed in my houſe at my own private preſs. I had 
carefully locked them up, and I never gave one to the 
moſt intimate friend. Government, after the affair of 
the North Briton, bribed one of my ſervants to rob me 
of the copy, which was producedin the Houſe of Peers, 
and afterwards before this honourable Court, The 
nation was juſtly offended, but not with me, for it was 
evident that I had not been guilty of the leaſt offence 
to the public. I pray God to forgive, as I do, the 
Fury, who have found me GUILTY OF PUBLISHING 
a Poem I concealed with care, and which is not even yet 
PUBLISHED, if preciſe meaning can be affixed to any 
word in our language. 

The deepeſt guilt was Lord Mansfield's, for the 
Jury were partly inſnared by the ſubtleties and pretended 
legal diſtinctions, partly cajoled by the nods, winks, and 
ſmiles, of that arch enemy of freedom, the artful Scottiſh 
Chief Juſtice, who hurried on, and tried this cauſe, 
while Mr. Wilkes was dangerouſly ill in his bed at Parts 
from the conſequences of an affair of honour, 
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was proteſted againſt in this Houſe by ſome 
of the ableſt Lawyers among us before it 
iſſued, and has fince been univerſally. con- 
demned. It was by me ſet aſide judicially, 
and a man apprehended. under that Royal Pro- 
clamation diſcharged. 


| I obſerve 
—— 3 


ft The attack of the late Houſe of Commons on the 
poor Printers, who were protected by My. Wilkes and 
two other magiſtrates, is of ſo remarkable a nature, and 
has been attended with ſuch happy conſequences to the 
public, that it ought to be given at large. Since the 
beginning of that conteſt to the preſent time, the 
þ£ople. have regularly been informed of the proceed- 
ings of their ſervants. in the Houfe of Commons,. 
in the making of laws to bind them. Almoſt 
every newſpaper has during the Sefſion of Par- 
liament given us in a formal manner the Minutes 
and Debates. of both Houſes, under their reſpective 
heads, Houſe of Lords, and Houſe of Commons. This 
is n acquiſition. of no ſmall. importance to the public 
in a ſtate, where the people have ſo conſiderable a 
ſlare in the government. It was a victory obtained in 
the cauſe. of liberty, nat indeed ſo glorious as that of 
Minden, nor fo important as that of Culloder, but me- 
riting civic crowns to three magiſtrates. The follow- 
ing Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons however ſtill 
continues on their Journals. 
Journals, of Apjil 13, 1738, vol. 23, p. 148. 
Reſolved, That. it is an high indignity to, and a 
% notorious hreach of the privilege, of, this Houſe, for 
any News writer, in letters, or other papers, (as 
& Minutes or under any other denomination) or for 
* any 


zS 
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1 obſerve, fir, on all occaſions a + Tenders 


neſs far the. proceedings! of that Parliament, 
G 3 which 


1% any printer or publiſher of any printed: Newſpaper, 
«© of any denomination, to preſume to inſert in the 
«the ſaid letters or papers, or to give therein, any 
«account of the dbatzsy, or other proceedings of 
„this Houſe, or any Committee thereof, as well dur= 
© ing the receſt, as the fitting of Parliament; and that 
*this Honſe will proceed with the utmoſt ſeverity 
« againſt fuch offenders.“ 

Did the court of Inquiſition even at Coa ever endeavour 


to throw a more Stygian gloom over their horrid proceed- 


ings than the repreſentatives of a free people did hy the 


foregoing reſolution? The glorious triumph of the 
friends of the people over the /aft-corrupt _— of 
om- 

+ This is Happily accounted for in thoſe incompa- 
rable lines of the Epiſtle to Dr. Shebbeare” publiſhed 
the laſt month, where the poet apoſtrophizes the we 
ſent Houſe of Commons. 

Thrice has the ſun eommenc'd his annual ride, 

Since full of years and praiſe, thy mother died. 

*T was then I ſaw thee, with exulting eyes, 

A. ſecond phœnix, from her aſhes riſe; 

Mark'd all the graces of thy loyal creſt, 

Sweet with the perfume of its parent neſt. 

Rare chick! how worthy of all court careſſes, 

How foft, how-echo-like, it chirp'd addreſs. 

Proceed, I cry'd, -thy full-fledg'd plumes unfold,- 

Each trae-blue feather ſnhall be tipt with gold. 

Ordain'd thy race of” future fame to run, 

To do, whate'er thy mother left undone. 

In all her ſmooth, obſequious paths proceed, 

For, know, poor oppoſition wants a head. 

| - Page 13. 
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which is in no reſpect merited. If however 


they had been guilty of no other outrage 
againſt 


Commons ſhall be given from their own Journals. The 
chace of a brace of Printers, by the hounds of Lord 
North, and the grey-hounds of the King, as his Ma- 
jeſty's meſſengers are called, with all the doublings and 
turnings, will perhaps be amuſing. Lord North's pack 
of hounds are acknowledged to be the moſt ſtaunch, and 
the beſt-fed in Europe, as well as to have the moſt ex- 
pert whifper-im. | 
Journal of Feb. 3, 1771, ws 33, p. 139- | 
Complaint being made to the Houſe, of the printed 
Newſpaper, intituled, The Gazetteer and New Daily 
'« Advertiſer, Friday February 8, 1771, printed for R. 
« Thompſon; and alſo of the printed Newſpaper, in- 
tituled, „ The Middleſex Journal, or Chronicle . Li- 
© berty, from Tueſday, Feburary 5, to Thurſday, Feb. 
6, 3771,” printed for F. Wheble; as miſrepreſent- 
ing the ſpeeches, and. reflecting on ſeveral of the mem- 
bers of this Houſe, in contempt of the order, and in 
breach of the privilege, of this Houſe, 
Ordered, That the ſaid R. Thompſon do attend this 
Houſe upon Monday morning next. 
Ordered, That the ſaid J. Wheble do attend this 
Houſe upon Monday morning next, 
Journals, Feb. 17, 1771, vol. 33, p. 154. 
Ordered, that the ſaid R. Thompſon and F. Wheble 
do attend this Houſe upon Monday morning next. 
Journals, Feb. 14, 27721, vol. 33, p. 162. 
Ordered, That the ſaid R. Thompſon and J. Wheble 
do attend this Houſe upon Tueſday morning next. 
Journals, Feb. 19, 1771, vol. 33, p. 183 & 184. 
The Order of the day being read, for the attend- 


ance of R. Thompſon and J. Wheble ; and the ſaid R. 
Thompſox 


1 
againſt the freedom of the ſubject, this alone 


reſpecting the Middleſex Elections, by which 
G 3 the 


Thompſon and J Wheble not attending; the meſſenger 
to whom the orders of the $th day of this inſtant Fe+ 
bruary were delivered, being called upon to give an 
account of the ſervice thereof, acquainted the Houſe, 
That he had ferved the orders of the ſaid 8th day of 
February, for the attendance of the ſaid R. Thompſon 
and J. Wheble, upon Monday the 11th day of this in- 
ſtant February; but that he has not ſerved them with 
any further order for their attendance, on this day, 
&c, &c. 

Ordered, That R. Thompſon do attend this Houſe 
upon Thurſday morning next. 

Ordered, That J. Meble 8 atend this Houſe upon 
TI morning next. 


Journals, Feb. 21. 1971, vol. 33+ _ 194. 


The ſeveral orders of the day being read, for the 
attendanee of R. Tbompſon and J. Meble 

And the ſaid R. Thompſon and F. Wheble not at- 
tending, according to order ; the meſſenger, to whom 
the ſaid orders were delivered, being called upon to 


give an account of the ſervice thereof, acquainted the 


Houſe, That he went to the Houſe of the ſaid R- 
' Thompſon on Tueſday Evening laſt ; and being in- 
formed by his ſervant, that he was not at home, he 
left a copy of the order for the attendance of the ſaid 
K. Thompſon, with the ſaid ſervant, and deſired him to 
give the ſame to his maſter when he came home; that 
he, the ſaid meſſenger, went again on Wedneſday 
morning to the houſe of the ſaid R. Thompſon, and 
was again informed, that he was not at home. + 
8 
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the conſtitution is overturned, was Tufficient 
for their full ae in the annats of our 
, | 8 


X 
— — — — — —ů— — 


The meſſenger alſo acqua inted the Houſe, "That he 
went on Tueſday evening laſt to the houſe of the faid 
FJ. Wheble ; that he was told he was not at home, but 
was expected every minute; that he waited- at the houſe 
of the ſaid F. Meble ome time, but be not return- 
ing, he, the meſſenger, left a copy of the order for 
the attendance of the ſaid F. Mpeble at his Houſe, and 
deſired it might be given him on his return; and that 
on calling again on Wedneſday morning at the houſe 
of the ſaid J. Wheble, he was again informed that he 
was not at home. 

Ordered, That R. T1 Jompſon do attend this Houſe 
upon Fueſday morning next. 

Ordered, That the ſervice of the ſaid Order, by 
leaving-a copy of the ſame at the uſual place of abode 
of the ſaid R. Thamgſon, be deemed equal to perſonal 
ſervice, and be good ſervice. 

ordered, That the ſervice of «the ſaid Order, by 
1388 copy of the ſame at the uſual place of abode 
of the ſaid F. Wheble, be deemed equal to perſonal 
amen and be good ſervice. 


Journals, Feb. 26, 1771; vol. 33. Pp. 208. 


The feveral orders of the day, for · the attendanee of 

K. Thompſon and J. Wheble, heing read; 
And the ſaid R. Thompſon and J. Wheble not attend- 
ing, according to order, the meſtenger, to whom * the 
ſaid orders were delivered, being called upon, to give 
an account of the ſervice rect acquainted the Houſe, 
that lie went to the houſe of the faid F. Meble, in Pa- 
tex · noſter Row, on Thurſchy evening laſt; and be- 
ing 


11 


country. The preſent queſtion has been fully 
debated twice in this Parliament, many times 
G 4 in 


„— En. 4 — 


ing informed by his ſervant that he was not home, he 
ſhewed the ſaid ſervant the original order for the at- 
tendance of the ſaid F. Wheble, and left a copy there- 
of with the ſaid ſervant, and defired him to, give the 
ſame to his maſter when he came home; which the 
{aid ſervant promiſed to do. | 

The ſaid meſſenger allo acquainted tlie Houſe, that 
He went to the houſe of the ſaid R. Thompſon in New- 
gate Street, on Thurſday evening laſt; that he was 
told he was not at home; and that then he ſhewed the 
original order for the attendance of the ſaid R. Thomp- 
fon to, and left a copy thereof with, his ſervant, and 
| defired him to give the ſame to his Maker, which he 
likewiſe promiſed to do. 

Ordered, That the ſaid John Wheble be, for his 

contempt, in not obeying the order of this Houſe, for 
his attendance on the Houſe this day, taken into cuſto- 
dy of the Serjeant at Arme, or his Deputy, attending 
this Houſe. 
Ordered, That the faid R " Thompſo be, for bis 
contempt, in not obeying the order of this Houſe, for 
his attendance on the Houſe this day, taken into the 
cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, at- 
- tending this Houſe. 


Journals, March 4, 1771, vol. 33, 5. 8 224. 


The Deputy Serjeant at Arms attending this Houſe, 
being called upon to give an account of the ſervice of 
. the orders of the Houſe of Tueſday laſt, for taking 
into cuſtody J. Wheble and R. Thompſon acquainted the 
Houſe, that, though he had been ſeveral times at the 
a re- 
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in the laſt Houſe of Commons, and I believe 


every precedent quoted, which could be pro- 
duced 


_—_— 


reſpective houſes of the ſaid J. Wheble and R. Thomp- 
ſon, and had made diligent ſearch after them, in or- 
to take them into cuſtody, he had not yet been able to 
meet with either of them. 

Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 
His Majeſty, That he will be gracioully pleaſed to iſſue 
His Royal Proclamation, for apprehending the ſaid 
J. Wheble and R. Thompſon, with a promile of a re- 
ward for the ſame. 


Journals, March 7, 1771, vol. 33, p. 234+ 


Mr. On/iow reported to the Houſe, That their Ad- 
dreſs of Monday laſt (that His Majeſty would be gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to iſſue His Royal Proclamation, for 


apprebending F. hebe and R. Thompſon, with a pro- 
miſe of reward for the ſame) had been preſented to 


His Majeſty; and that His Majeſty had commanded 


him to acquaint this Houſe, that he will give direc- 
tions accordingly. 

His Majety's Proclamation, iſſued ip purſuance of 
the faid Addreſs, is as followeth : 


By the KING, 
A PROCLAMATION, 
For apprebending John Wheble and R. Thompſon. 


GEORGE R. 

Whereas on the eighth day of February lat, com- 
plaint being made to the Houſe of Commons of the 
printed news-p3pcr, eutitled, The Gazettcer and wes 

aily 


| 
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duced, from times the moſt favourable, as 
well as the moſt hoſtile, to liberty, from the 
re-. 


— —„— 


Daily Advertiſer, Friday, February 8, 1771, printed 
for R. Thompſon; and alſo of the printed news paper, 
entitled, The Middleſex Journal, or Chronicle of Li- 
berty, from Tueſday, February 5, to Thurſday, Fe- 
bruary 7, 1771, printed for J. Mheble, as miſrepre- 
ſenting the Speeches, and reflecting on ſeveral of the 
members of the ſaid Houſe, in contempt of the order, 
and in breach of the privilege, of the ſaid Houſe; it 
was ordered, that the fad J. Wheble and R. Thompſon 
ſhould attend the ſaid Houſe of Commons; and they 
not having obeyed the ſaid order, it was thereupon or- 
dered, by the ſaid Houſe of Commons, that the {aid 
J. Wheble and R. Thompſon ſhould be taken into the 
cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms attending the ſaid 
Houle, or his Deputy, And whereas the ſaid Deputy 
+ Serjeant having informed the Houſe, that he had not 
been able to meet with the ſaid J. Meble and R. 
Thompſon, or either of them, though he had been ſe- 
veral times at their reſpective houſes, and had made d- 
ligent ſearch after them, to take them into cuſtody, an 
humble addreſs hath been prejented to ws by the Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes, aud the Commiſſioners for Shires 
and Burghs, in Parliament aſſembled, that we would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to I us our Royal Proclamation, for 
_ apprehending the ſaid John Wheble aud R. Thomp/ony 
with a promije of a reward for the ſame; we have 
thought fit, by and with the advice of our Privy Coun- 
cil, to iſſue this our Royal Proclamation, hereby re- 
quiring and commanding all our leving jubjetts aubat- 
ſrever to diſcover and apprehend, or cauſe the ſaid 
Joby 
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remarkable caſe of Wollaſton in the reign of 


King William, to that no leſs celebrated of 
; W alpole, 


Jobs Wheble and R. Thompſon, or either of tham, to 
be diſcovered and apprehended, and to carry him or 
them before ſome of our Juſtices of the Peace, or Chief 
Magiſtrate, of the county, town, or place, where he 
or they ſhall be apprehended, who are reſpectively re- 
quired to ſecure the ſaid Jobs Wheble and R. Thompjon, 
and thereof give ſpeedy notice to one of our prix ipal Se- 
cretaries of State, to the end he or they may be forth 
coming, to be dealt withal and proceeded againſt ac- 
cording to law. And for the prevention of an ef: ape 
of the ſaid John Wheble and R. Thompſon, or either of 
them, 42:9 parts beyond the ſeas, we do require and 
command all our officers of the cuſtoms, and other our 
ſacers and ſubjects of and in our reſpective ports and 
ar.time towns and places within our kingdom of 
pat Britain, that they, and every cf them, in their 
reſpective places and ſtations, be careful and diligent in 
the examination of all perſons that ſhall paſs or endea- 
wour to paſs beyond the ſeas; and if they ſhall diſcover 
the ſaid John Wheble and R. Thempſen, or either of 
them, then to cauſe him or them to be apprehended 
and ſecured, and give notice therecf as aforeſaid. And 
we do hereby ſtrictly charge and command all our lov- 
. ing ſubjects as they will auſwer the contrary at their 
perils, that they do not any ways concea), but do dit- 
cover him or them, the ſaid t Meble and R. Thewp- 
fon, to the end he or they may be ſecured. And for 
the encouragement of all perſons to he diligent and 
careful in endeavouring to diſcover and ayprehend the 
ſaid Toba Wheble and R. Thunmfon, we do hereby fur - 
ther declare, that whoſcever thall diſcover ard 2ppre- 


hend 
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Walpole, in the latter end of Queen Anne. 


An Archangel deſcending among us would 
ſcarcely 


hend the ſaid John Mbeble and R. Thompſon, or either 
of them, within three weeks from the date hereof, and 
ſhall bring him or them, the ſaid Jobn Wheble and R. 
Thompſon, before ſome juſtice of the peace or chief ma- 
giltrate as aforeſaid, ſhall have and receive, as @ re- 
ward for the diſcovery, apprebending, and bringing 
the ſaid John Wheble and R. Thompſon, or either of 
them, before ſuch juſtice of the peace or chief ma- 
giſtrate as aforeſaid, the ſum of Fifty Pounds for each: 
which our Commiſſioners of our "Treaſury ale hereby 
required and directed to pay accordingly. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, the eighth day 


of March, 1771, in the eleventh year of our reign. 
G OD ſave the KING. 


John Wheble was apprehended, and diſcharged by 
Mr. Wilkes, March 15, 1771. If adminiſtration 
had wiſhed to have tried the legality of the King's 
Proclamation, they had the fulleſt evidence againſt Mr, 
Wilkes under his hand, for he wrote the ſame day an 
account of his conduct on that occafion to Lord Halli. 
fax, one of His Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, 
This was certainly the /peedy mottie required to be 
given to a Secretary of 'State by the Proclamation, 
Mr. Wilkes took this opportunity of renexving. bis 
correſpondence with the Earl of Halifax. 

Guildhall'of London, March 15, 1771. 
My Lord, 

1 had the honour of officiating this day as the Sit- 
ting Juſtice at Guildhall. John Mheble, the Pub- 
limer of the Middleſex Journal, a freeman of Lon- 

don, 


FN 


ſcarcely give a new, original idea on this ſub- 
ject. I ſhall therefore reſerve myſelf, fir, for 
the 


don, was apprehended and bronght before me by Ed- 
ward Twine Carpenter, who appears to be neither a 
Conſtable, nor Peace · Officer of this City. I demand- 
ed of what crime Wheble was accuſed, and if oath 
had been made of his having committed any felony or 
breach of the peace, or if he lay under a ſuſpicion 
ſtrong enough to juſtify his apprehenſion or detention. 
Carpenter anſwered, that he did not accuſe Wheble of 
any crime, but had apprehended him merely in conſe- 
quence of His Majefly's Proclamation, for which he 
claimed the reward of 5ol. As I found there was no 
legal cauſe of complaint againſt Wheble, I thought it 
clearly my duty to adjudge, that he had been appre- 
hended in the City legally, in direct violation of the 
Tights of an Engliſhman, and of the chartered privi- 
leges of a citizen of this metropolis, and to diſcharge 
him. He then made a formal complaint of the afſauſt 
upon him by Carpenter. I therefore bound him over 
to proſecute in a recognizance of 49]. and Carpenter 
to appear and anſwer the complaint at the next Quarter 
Seſſions of the Peace for this City in a recognizance of 
40]. himſelf, with two ſureties in recognizances of 20], 
each. I am, My Loid, 
' Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 

Right Honourable the humble Servant, 
Earl of Halifax. JOHN WILKES. 


Extract from the Guildhall Rota Book. 
Guildhall, March 15, 1771. 
Jobn Wheble, the Publiſher of the Middleſex Jour- 
nal, was this day brought before Mr, Alderman Wilkes 
; IE 
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the reply, if I hear any material obje&ions 


to the motion, which I fhall have the honour 
of 
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at Guildhall, by Edward Twine Carpenter, a Printer, 
being apprehended by him in conſequence of a Procla- 
mation in the London Gazette of Saturday the gth of 
March inſtant ; but the faid Edward T wine Carpenter 
not having any other reaſon for apprehending the 
ſaid Mr. Wheble than what appeared in that Proclama- 
tion, the ſaid Mr. Wheble was diſcharged ; and then 
the ſaid Mr. Wheble charged Carpenter for aſſaulting 
and unlawfully impriſoning him, and on his making 
oath of the offence, and entering into a recognĩzance to 
proſecute Carpenter at the next Seſſions in London, 
Carpenter was ordered to find ſureties to aniwer for 
this offence, which he did, himſclf being bourd in 
40l. and his two ſureties in 201. each, and was there- 
vpon diſcharged.---Carpenter requeſted a Certificate of 
his having apprehended Meble, which was given him. 


Guildhall, March 15, 1771. 
This is to certify, that John Wheble, the Publiſher 
of the Middleſex Journal, was this day apprehended 
and brought before me, one of His Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace for the City of Londen, by Edward 
Twine Carpenter, of Hofier-Lane, London, Printer. 
JOHN WILKES, Alderman. - 


On the application of Carpenter to the Treaſury for 
the reward of gol. promiſed in the King's Proclama- 
tion, and producing the above certificate, he was diſ- 
miſled with inſolence, and that, with many other royal 
. debts, is ſtill unpaid. R. Thompſon, the other perſon, 


| . deſcribed in His Ms jeſty's Proclamation, was after- 
wards 
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of ſubmitting to the Houſe: I can foreſes 
only, one objection, which | ſhall endeavour to 
obviate 


wards apprehended, and carried before Mr. Alderman 
Oliver, who diſcharged' him; 

The circumſtances of the whole buſineſs of Miller, 
und the commitment of Mr. William Whitham, one 
of the meſſengers attending the Houſe of Commons, 
are given in the © Report from the Committee 
«© appointed to examine into; the ſeveral facts and cir- 
er cumſtances relative to the late obſtru & ions to the 
* execution of the Orders of this Houſe,” publiſhed by 
order of the Houſe of Commons. I ſhall however 2d 
ſome other particulars not given at large in the Journals. 


Copy of the Warrant for apprehanding . Miller, the 
Printer of the London Evening Poſt. 


WHEREAS: the Houſe of Commons did, on Thurſ- 
day the 14th of this inftant March, adjudge and order, 
that J. Miller (tor whom the news-paper intituled the 
London Evening Poſt, from Thuriday March 7, to 
Saturday March 95 1771, purports to be printed, and 
of which paper a complaint was made in the Houſe of 
Commons on the faid fourteenth day of March) be, far 
his contempt in not obeying the order of the ſaid 
Houſe upon Thurſday the fourteenth day of this in- 
tant March, taken into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at 
Arms, or his Deputy, attending tie ſaid' Houle, 


. Theſe are therefore to require you forthwith to take 
into your cuſtody the-body of the ſaid J. Miller, 
and him f. tely keep, during the pleaſure of the 

ſa:d Houſe, and all Mayors, Bailiffs, Sheriffs, 
; Undcr 
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obviate, and I hope the Houſe will think that 
delicacy ought to yield to juſtice, 
| Gen- 


— — 


Under Sheriffs, Conſtables, and Headboroughs, 
and every other perſon are hereby required 
to be aiding or aſſiſting to you or your De- 
puty in the execution thereof, For which this 
mall be your ſufficient warrant. Given under my 
hand, the fifteenth day of March one thouſand 
| ſeven hundred and ſeventy-one. 


FLr. NORTON, Speaker, 


To Nicholas Bonfoy, Eſq; Serjeant at Arms, 
attending the Houſe of Commons, or John 
Clementſon, Eſq; his Deputy, or to Wil- 
liam Whitham, one of the meſſengers at- 
tending the Houſe of Commons, 


To all and every the Conſtables and other Officers 
of the Peace for the City of London, and the 
Liberties thereof, whom theſe may concern, and 
to the Keeper of Wood-Street Compter, 


London to wit, 


Theſe are in his Majeſty's name, to command you, 
and every of you, forthwith ſafely to convey and de- 
liver into the cuſtody of the ſaid Keeper, the body of 
William Whitham, being charged before us, three of 
his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace in and for the ſaid 
City and Liberties, by the oath of John Miller, Hen- 


ry 


Mayor, do at the Table expunge the ſaid Entry. 
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| Gentlemen 1 obſerve have ſcruples of re- 
ſcinding former Reſolutions, not knowing 
they 
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ry Page, John Topping, and Robert ary: for aſſault» 
ing and unlawfully impriſoning him the ſaid John 
Miller, in breach of his ſaid Majeſty's peace; whom 


you, the ſaid Keeper, are hereby required to receive, 


and him in your cuſtody ſafely keep, for want of ſure+ 
ties, until he ſhali be diſcharged by due courſe of law; 
and for your ſo doing this ſhall be to you, and to each 
of you, a ſufficient warrant, Given under our hands 
and ſeals this 15th day of March, 1771. 
; BR ASS CROSBY, Mayor, L. 8. 

JOHN WILKES, L. 8. 

RICHARD OLIVER, L. 8. 


Journals, March 20, 1771, vol. 33. p. 275. 

The Order of the day being read, for the attend- 
ance of Morgan, Clerk to the Lord Mayor of the 
City of Lopdon, with the Minutes, taken before 
the Lord Mayor, relative to the meſſenger of this 
Houle giving ſecurity for his appearance at the next 
General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace for the City of 
London to anſwer to ſuch indictments as may be pre- 
ferred againſt him, for the ſuppoſed aſſault and falſe 
impriſonment of J. Miller. 

And james Morgan, Clerk to the Lord Mayors 
attending accordingly, he was called in; and the 
Book, containing the ſaid Minutes, being produced 
by the ſaid James Morgan, was brought up to the 
Table; and the Entry of the ſaid Minutes, therein 
contained, was read; 

Ordered, That Jowen Morgan, Clerk to the Lord 


And 
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they lay where ſuch a practice may ſtop, Tt 
is a ſcruple in my opinion very ill founded. 
Vol. II. H The 


* 


— 


And the ſaid James Morgan expunged the ſaid En- 
try at the Table accordingly. 

Junius obſerves, By mere violence, and without the 
foadow of right, they bade EXPUNGED the record of 
a judicial proceeding. Nothing remained. but to attri- 
bute to their own Vote @ power of flopping the whole 
diftribution of criminal and civil juſtice. Lord Cha- 
tham very properly called this the ACT OF A MOB, not 
of a Senate. 

Junius, vol. 2. p. 160. 
Journals, March 20, 1771, vol. 33, p. 276. 


Ordered, ** That no other proſecution, ſuit, or pro- 
cceding, be commenced, or carried on, for or on ac- 
count of the ſaid pretended affault, or falſe impri- 

lonment.” 

_ Notwithſtanding this Order, Mr. Wilkes on the 8th 
of April 1771 delivered in to the Court of Quarter 
Seſſions of the Peace at Guildhall the two following 
Recognizances, together with thoſe of Jobn Wheble 
and Edward Twine Carpenter, and another for a fe- 
Jony committed by Sarah Ferrand. 


London to wit, 
John Miller, of Pater- noſter Row, London, Printer, zcl. 
Upon condition, that if the above bounden 7, Miller 
ſhall perſonally appear at the next Seſſions of the Peace 
to be holden for the City of London, and then and 
there proſecute the law with effect, and give evidence 
on his Majeſty's behalf, upon a bill of indiftment to 
be exhibited to the Grand Jury againſt Milliam White 
ham, 
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The firſt great object is truth, and we ought 
to follow where that leads. It is a duty, fir, 
which 


ham, for aſſaulting and falſely impriſoning him the 
fad Jobn Miller, in breach of his ſaid Majeſty's peace 
And in caſe the ſame ſhall be found and returned by 
the ſaid Jury to be a true Bill, then if the ſaid Jobn 
Miller ſhall perſonally appear before the Jurors that 
mall paſs on the trial of the ſaid William Whitham, to 
be holden for the ſaid city at the Guildhall of the 
ſame city, then and there to proſecute and give evi- 
dence upon the ſaid inditment, and not depart the 
Court without leave. Then this Recognizance to be 
void, or elſe to remain in full force, 

Acknowledged at the Manſion Houſe, London, the 

15th day of March 1771, before us 


BRASS CROSBY, Mayor, 
JOHN WILKES, 
RICHARD OLIVER. 


London to wit, 
William Whitham, of College-Street in the city of 
Weſtminſter, Gentleman, 40l. 
William Hurford, of the City of London, Coal 
Merchant, 2ol. 

Robert Withy, of Iſlington in the County of Mid- 

dleſex, Gentleman, zol. 

Upon condition, that if the above hounden William 
Whitham do perſonally appear at the next Seſſions of the 
Peice to be holden for the City of London, then and 
there to anſwer fuch matters and things as ſhall be ob- 
jected againſt him on his Majeſty's behalf, and in par- 
ticular for aſſaulting and falſely impriſoning 7 


Miller, and in the mean time to keep the peace of our 
Sa- 
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which we owe in this caſe more particularly 
to the people, but alas! their happineſs, their 
H 2 ſecurity, 


Sovereign Lord the King and to be of good bebawiour, 
and not depart the Court without licence; that then 
this Recognizance to be void and of none effect, or 
otherwiſe to be aud remain in full force and virtue. 
Taken and acknowledged at the Manſion Houſe, 
London, this 15th Day of March, 1771, before us 
BRASS CROSBY, Mayor, 
JOHN WILKES, 
RICHARD OLIVER. 


The Grand Juty at Guildhall found the Bills 
of Indictment againſt Milliam Whitham, and Ea- 
avard T wine Carpenter. 

All the proceedings were afterwards moved by 
Certicrari into the King's Bench. The ſcene of 
the Houſe of Commons and the Printers was fi- 
nally cloſed by the Attorney-General's, Thurlow's, 
grant of the WVoli Praſegui. 

Mr. Wilkes received the following Order to at- 
tend the Houſe of Commons on the 2oth of March 


1771. 


Houſe of Commons, Martis 19 die Martii, 1771. 


COPY) 


The Houſe of Commons having yeſterday re- 
ceived information that one of the Meſſengers of 
this Houſe, after he had arreſted J. Miller, by 
virtue of the warrant of the Speaker of the Houſe 

of 


— —— —— * 


—— 
— 


© a} 


ſecurity, their very lives are no longer the ob- 
jects of confideration with our inhuman rulers, 


nor, 


of Commons, to anſwer for a contempt of the 
faid Houſe, was carried by a conſtable upon a. 
charge made againſt the ſaid. Meſſenger by the 
ſaid J. Miller, for an aſſault and falſe impriſon- 
ment made upon the ſaid J. Miller in the ſaid- 
arreſt, before Braſs Croſhy, Efq; Lord Mayor of 
the City of Loadon, where Jobs Wilkes, E/q; 
Alderman,. and Richard Oliver, Eſq; were pre- 
ſent ; when the Depety Serjeant at Arms, attend. 
ing this Houſe, acquainted the ſaid Magiſtrates 
that the ſaid arreſt of the ſaid J. Miller was made 
by the ſaid Mefſenger under a warrant figned by 
the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons; which 
warrant was then produced and ſhewn to the ſaid 
Magiſtrates, and demanded of them that the ſaid 
meſſenger ſhould be diſcharged, and the ſaid J. 
Miller. delivered up to the cuſtody of the ſaid 
- meſſenger ; and that the ſaid Lord Mayor, Je 
. Wilkes, E/q; and Richard Oliver, Eſq; after ſuch 
information and demand as aforeſaid, ſigned a 
warrant for the commitment of the ſaid meſſen- 
ger to the Compter for the ſaid ſuppoſed aſſault 
and falſe impriſonment of the ſaid J. Miller, and 
obliged. the ſaid meſſenger to enter into a Recog- 
nizance for his appearance at the next quarter 
ſeſhons of the peace to be held for the city of 
London, to anſwer to ſuch indictments as ſhould 
then be found againſt him for the ſaid ſuppoſed 


+ aſſault and falſe impriſonment. 
Ordered 


tor) 


nor, as we have experienced, even of at- 
tention with the majority in this Houſe.Y If 
f H 3 the 

Ordered that John Wille, E/q; do attend this 
Houſe to-morrow morning. 


J. HaTsELL, Cl. Dom. Com. 


London, March 20, 1771. 
SIR, 

* I this morning Teceived an order command- 
1ng my attendance this day in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. I obſerve that no notice is taken of me in 
your order as a Member of the Houſe, and that l 
am not required to attend in my place. Both 
theſe circumſtances, according to the ſettled form, 
ought to have been mentioned in my caſe, and 1 
hold them abſolutely indiſpenſable. Jr the name 
of the Freeholders of Miadieſex, I again demand 
my ſeat in Parliament, having the honour of be- 
ing freely choſen, by a very great majority, one 
of the repreſentatives for the ſaid county. I am 
ready to take the oaths preſcribed by law, and to 
give in my qualification as Knight of the Shire. 

When 


$ The laſt Seſſion gave a moſt indecent proof 
of the truth of this obſervation, as to the con- 
duct of the preſent Majority. The honourable 
Temple Luttrell, Member for Miibourne Port, 
ſtated in a moſt maſterly manner to the Houſe 
the Ulegality of the Preſs Warrants then in force 


againſt the ſubject, and painted in all the colours 
of 


„ 


the laſt parliement have ated wrong, let us 
reform their errors. If they have eſtabliſhed 
a wicked 


— 


When I have been admitted to my ſeat, I will im- 
mediately give the Houſe the moſt exact detail, 
which will neceſſarily comprehend a full juſtifica- 
tion, of my conduct relatiye to the late illegal 
proclamaticn, equally 1njurious to the honour of 
the Crown, and the rights of the ſubject, and 
likewiſe the whole buſineſs of the printers, I 
have acted entirely from a ſenſe of duty to this 
great City, whoſe franchiſes I am ſworn to main- 
tain; and to my country, whoſe noble. conſtitu- 
tion I reverence, and whoſe liberties at the price 
of my blood, to the laſt moment of my life, I 
will defend and ſupport. 
I am, Sir, 
Your humble ſervant, 

__ JOHN WILKES.“ 

Rt. Hon. Sir Fletcher Norton, 
Speaker ef the Houſe of Commons. 
| | Journals, 
of horror and deſpair, the cruelties of the Pre/5- 
Gangs let looſe upon the people. He ſpoke with 
a perfect knowledge of the ſubject, with warmth 
and energy, but he ſpoke to an audience grown 
callous to all feelings for the public, to a ſet of 
men dead to every ſentiment of humanity and 
love of their country, alert only to ſeize its plun- 
der. He convinced the judgment. by the clcareſt 
proofs before he made an appeal to the paſſions, 
Among 
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2 wicked precedent, we ought to reverſe it, 
Tf we have ourſelves committed injuſtice, let us 


H 4 afford 


nM 


Journals, March 20, 1771, vol. 33. p. 275. 
Ordered, That John Wilkes, Eſquire, do attend 
this Houſe upon Monday morning next. 
Journals, March 25, 1771, vol. 33. p. 286. 
Ordered, That John Wilkes, Eſquire, do attend 
this Houſe upon this day fortnight, e 8th day of 
April next. 


Journals, March 30, 1771, vol. 33. p. 297. 
And then the Houfe adjourned till Tueſday 
ſevennight, the 9th day of April next. 


Junius 


Among the variety of facts, by which he ſap- 
ported his motion, one only was ſufficient to unite 
all the ſharers of the national ſpoil againſt the 
humane Bill, which he propoſed on principles 
ſtrictly juſt and conſtitutional. The ſingle arti- 
cle of perquiſites, extorted from the public, to the 
Board of Admiralty, and their d:/anterefted firit 
Lord, for protections during an impre/s, was ſtated 
to amount to above 14,000l. a year. 'The Bill 
would have been highly beneficial to the ſailor, 
by augmenting his wages, limiting his time of ſer- 
vice, and providing for him under the infirmities of 
age, but the Board of Admiralty and Lord Sand- 
wich would have loſt annually 14,0001. Mr. Lut- 
arell was ably ſupported by Governor Johnſtone, an 


officer 
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afford all the reparation in our power.. We 


have given the world a remarkable inſtance of 
our 


— 


Junius ſays, © upon their own principles, they 
4 ſhould have committed. Mr. Wilkes, who bad 
* been guilty of a greater offence than even the 
« Lord Mayor or Alderman Oliver. But after re- 
a peatedly ordering him to attend, they at laſt 
*© adjourned beyond the day appointed for his at- 
„ tendance, and by this mean, pitiful evaſion, gave 
* up the point. Such is the force of conſcious 
„ guut.” | 


Junius, vol. 2. p. 163. 


officer of diſtinguiſhed merit in the Royal Navy, 
a wiſe and ſpirited Senator, and a friend to the 
liberty of the ſubject. Sir George Savile, Sir 
Edward Aſtley, the right honourable Thomas 
Townſhend, Sir George Yonge, and ſeveral other 
gentlemen, ſpoke in favour of the motion, but 
the majority refuſed even to receive the Bill, and 
to give it a fr reading. The generous hopes of 
Mr. Luttrell to ſerve the cauſe of the conſtitution 
and the Royal Navy were at that time blaſted by 
the peſtilential breath of corruption. The public 
however look up to his firm virtue, and the Navy 
hope protection, from his future efforts at a fa- 
vourable moment, when the people may have it 
in their power to vindicate all their rights. 


Votes 
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our repentance this very ſeſſion in the caſe of 
Mr. Rumbold and Mr. Sykes. On the 22d of No- 


vember 


_— 


Votes of March 11, 1777. 
A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being 
put, That leave be given to bring in a Pill, 
«« for the more eaſy and effectual Manning of he 
« Royal Navy, iu times of war, and for giving 
« encouragement to ſeamen and ſea-faring perſi-ns 
« tEEnter voluntarily into His Majeſty's ſervice.” 
It paſſed in the negative. 


The late Penſſoner Dawid Hume obſerves, ©* Tis 

a maxim in politics, which we readily admit as 
undiſputed and univerſal, That e power, however 
great, <vhen granted by law to an eminent magiſtrate, 
is not ſo dangerous to liberty, as an autherity, howw- 
ever inconſicerable, which he acquires from violence 
and uſiirpation. — The exerciſe of an illegal power 
is in the preſing of ſeamen tacitly permitted in the 
crown; and though it has frequently been under 
dehberation, how that power might be rendered 
legal, and granted under proper reſtrictions to the 
ſovereign, no ſafe expedient could ever be pro- 
poſed for that purpoſe, and the danger to liberty 
always appeared greater from law than from 
ulurpation —— [Mr. Hume did not live to fee. 
Mr. Lutirels plan] A continued and open 
v/urpation of the crown is permitted, amid the 
greateſt jealouſy and watchfulneſs in the peo- 
ple ; nay proceeding from thoſe very principles : 
Liberty, in a country of the higheſt liberty, is 
left 
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vember laſt the Order to the Attorney-General 
to proſecute Thomas Rumbold, Eſq; and 
Francis Sykes, Eſq; as principal promoters and 
ſuborners of corrupt and wilful perjury at the 
Election for Shafteſbury, was diſcharged, on 
the motion of as reſpeCtable a [Gentleman as 
ever ſat in parliament. The Order however 
was made by ourſelves in the very Jaſt ſeſſion, 
on the 14th of February preceding the re- 
verſal. 

J have not yet, fir, an inclination to quit 
the company of Meſſieurs Sykes and Rumbold. 
Their caſe will ſerve me farther in my reaſon- 
ings. It is a ſtrong argument againſt Expul- 


=y 
- 


ſean neceſſarily including Incapacitation, I will 


ſappoſe, fir, that inſtead of the Houſe having 
: de- 


— eotoepromemocpneymc— - 
left entirely to its own defence, without any.cuun- 
tenance or protection: The wild ſtate of nature 
is renewed in one of the moſt civilized ſocieties 
cf mankind ; And great violences and diſorders 
among rhe people, the meſt humane and the bet na- 
tured, are committed with impunity ; while the 
one party pleads obedience to the ſupreme Ma- 
giſtrate, the other the /anction of fundamental laws. 
| Eſſays and Treatiſes on ſeveral Subjects. 


By David Hume, Eſq; vol. 1. p. 488. 


* 


Sir George Savile, Baronet, 


( 


determined, in April 1775, in the firſt ſeſñon 

of the preſent parliament, that neither of 

thoſe two gentlemen, on account of their no- 

torious bribery and corruption at Shafteſbury, 

were duly elected, it had then been voted that 

they were guilty of being the principal promoters 

ani ſuborners of wilful and corrupt Perjwiy, a | 

Reſolution the Houſe did actually come to in 

Feb. 1776, and in conſequence of ſo black a 

crime they had been expellel. Subornation of 

wilful and corrupt Perjury is ſurely a more 

atrocious fin, and more merits expu{/z9n, than 

the writing a Libel, Afterwards let me like- 

wiſe ſuppoſe the Hauſe change their opinion, | 

and find that they proceeded without ſuffi- 

cient evidence, a Reſolution the Houſe did 

actually come to in November 1776. By the 

courtly, but unparliamentary, doctrine now 

pretended to be eſtabliſhed, that Expri/orn 

means Iucapacitation, you would not have it 

in your power «to reſtore them to their ſeats, 

although you were perfeAMy convinced of their 

innocence. Juſtice would call aloud upon 

you to do it, becauſe it appeared that no legal 

proof, no ſr ficient vi ence, was given, on which 

you had founded fo rafth, ſo unjuſtifable a 
judg- 


_ 
: —j— AS 


(108) 


1 

h | | judgment. The cries of juſtice however would 

[ little avail with a venal ſenate againſt miniſterial 

| deſpotiſm, or a reyal edict in the form of a 

| parliamentary reſolution. My firſt expulſion, 

| fir, in January 1764, was for being the Au- 
ther of the North Briton, No. 45. Where is 
to this hour the legal proof, by the oaths of twelve 
of my countrymen, to be found of that charge? 
T have never even been tried upon that accu- 
ſation. A court of law determined on a dif- 
ferent charge, that of the republication, a 
charge, which might have been brought againſt 
five hundred other perſons. 

As little delicacy, fir, has been ſhewn by 
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us to the ads of former parliaments, as to 


4 ld 5 «Wi * 
— a : — — 
— < * 
A — — * _e 
a I Gare 8 „ ie noe . — * Sa 
- ov * 


our own reſolutions, Have we manifeſted any 
tenderneſs to the memory of the firſt parlia- 
ment, which was called in his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's reign? That parliament declared, and 
declared truly, in the Civil Liſt AR, that 
Soo, ol. was „a competent revenue for de- 
56 fraying the expences of his Majeſty's Civil 


£* government, and ſupporting the dignity of 
* the crown of Great Britain,” Within 
theſe few days we declared that $800,000). was 


not a competent ſum, and-“ that for the better 


8 "I 


„. 


® ſypport of his Majeſty's houſehold, and of 
& the honour and dignity of the crown, there 
« be granted to his Majeſty, during his life, 
ec out of the Aggregate Fund, the clear year- 
ly ſum of 100,000]. to commence from the 
„th of January 1777, over and above the 
s yearly ſum of Soo, oog. granted by an act 
« made in the firſt year of his Majeſty's reign,” 
If the ſum of 800,000!. was competent to theſe 
great purpoſes, we had no right to vote more 
of the people's money. We were improvident, 
and prodigal Truftees for the nation, not to 
uſe a more harſh exprefſion. Let us hear no 
more of the amazing depth in finance of any 
modern Sully, or of a pretended ozconomy in 
the management of the public, or the roval, 

re- 


+ Henry IV. and Sully, his great Miniſter cf 
finance, were ſacrikced by all the mercenary writers of 
the court in 1763 to George III. and the Earl of Bute, 
his firſt Lord of the Treaſury, with his incomparable 
eroufier, Sancho, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
then Sir Francis Daſhwood, now Lord Le Depencer. 
The moonſhine beams of the two laſt ſatellites only 
ſoured our exciſed Cyder and Perry, and then they 
funk to all appearance beneath ou: horizon at the 
fame moment, on the lamented 16th of April 1763. 
But the glorious luminary round which they moved, 
continues to warm us on this fide the Atlantic with ig 
refulgent rays, although perhaps he ſcerches our Ame- 
1can brethren with his fierce beams, 
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1 
tevenues. We likewiſe voted the laſt week 
above 600,000). as the laſt parliament had 
above 500, oool. much above a million in all, 
on the ſame pretext of paying the debts of the 
King, when his Majeſty had enjoyed a com- 
pet-nt revenue of 800,000). clear of all de- 


ductions and contingencies, and thoſe debts 


were of the moſt ſuſpicious nature, evcn as to 
the independency of this Houſe. Let us not 
therefore, ſir, affect more tenderneſs for the 
laſt parliament in ſo flagrant an inſtance of 
injuſtice, as the caſe of the Middleſex Elec- 
tions, than we have ſhewn to them, and to 
ourſelves too, in other reſpects. We ought, 
if we are men of honour and principle, to do 
juſtice to all the Electors of this kingdom, and 
by a formal repeal to make ſatisfaction to thoſe 
zealous defenders of liberty, the ſpirited free- 
holders of this injured and inſulted county. 

[ deſire, fir, to recall to the memory of many 
gentlemen, what paſſed in this Houſe in the 
Jaſt parliament on one of the great debates re- 
ſpectiug the Middleſex Elections. A noble 
Lord, the darling of his country, as well as 
the favourite of our army, whoſe memory is 
dear to every Engliſhman, for he joined to the 

bravery 


& 8 


bravery of Cæſar all the mild and gentle qua- 
lities of our Engliſh hero, Edward the Black 
Prince, that noble Lord, fir, ſtood up in his 
place here, and ſolemnly aſked pardon of his 
country for having, as he ſaid, wounded the 
conſtitution, and violated the rights and pri- 
vileges of this kingdom by voting as he had 
done in this Houſe in the buſineſs of the 
Middleſex Elections. He did not ſtop there. 
He was anxious to make public +reparation 
for a miſtaken opinion—but of ſuch moment— 
and he afterwards joined the Oppoſition in an 
important queſtion reſpecting the diſcontents 
of the people on this very ſubject. We may 
all, ſir, imitate the love of juſtice and can- 
dour, if we cannot reach the high courage of 
that illuſtrious, immortal character, the late 
Marquis of Granby. 

While the Reſolution, which I have men- 
tioned, is ſuffered to continue on our Jour- 
nals, I ſhall believe, fir, that the elective 

| rights 
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+ Lord Granby himſelf thought proper to cendemn, 
retract, and diſavow, by a molt lolemn declaration in 
the Houſe of Commons, that very ſyſtem of political 
conduct, which Junius had held forth, to the diſap- 
$!obation of the public. 

Juniue, vel. 1. p 51. 


1 
rights of the nation lie at the mercy of the 
Miniſter, that is in fact of the Crown, 4nd that 
the dignity and independency of parliament 
are in danger of being entirely deſtroyed. 
It is evident, that no gentleman now holds 
his ſeat by the choice of his conſtituents, but 
only by the good-will, and at the pleafure, of 
the Miniſter, or by the Royal permiſſion. 
The tenure is equally precarious, and unjuſt, 
for the conſtitution has clearly lodged in the 
people the right of being repreſented in this 
Houſe, by the man, who is the object of their 
choice. A committee can never have but that 
ſingle queſtion to determine, provided the par- 
ty is by law eligible, and has purſued only 
thoſe methods, which are waranted by law. 
I will ſeize every opportunity of importun- 
ing, of conjuring the Houſe, if they have 
any reverence for the laws, utterly to reſcind 
this unconſtitutional and iniquitous reſolution. 
We owe it to the preſent, and to every future, 


age, and therefore | move, that the Reſo- 
** Jution of the Houſe of the 17th of Fe- 
„ bruary 1769, that John Wilkes, Eſquire, 
« having been, in this Seſſian of Parliament, ex- 
« pelied this Fuſe, was, and Is, incapable of 
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& being elected a Member to ſerve in this preſent 
& Parliament, be expunged from the Journals 
of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the 
& rights of the whole body of EleQtors of 
&« this kingdom.“ 


Vor, II 8 I Extra 
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Extract from * A Report from the Commit- 
„ tee appointed (upon the 27th day of 
« March 1771) to examine into the feveral 
« facts and circumſtances relative to the 
cc late obſtructions to the execution of the 
& Orders of this Houſe; and to conſider what 
ce further proceedings may be requiſite to 
c enforce a due obedience thereto ; and to 
& report their proceedings, together with 
cc their opinion, from time to time, to the 


& Houle.” 


The Committee appointed to examine into the 
ſeveral facts and circumſtances relative to 
the late obſtructions to the execution of the 
orders of this Houſe, and to conſider what 
further proceedings may be requiſite to en- 
force a due obedience thereto, and to 
report their proceedings, together with 
their opinion, from time to time, to the 
Houſe, have, in obedience to the Order of 

the Houſe, begun by examining into the facts 
and circumſtances relating to the late ob- 
ſtructions to the Orders of the Houſe; and, 
in order thereto, called before them, 


Hiillam 


1 


William MNbiibam, one of the meſſengers 
attending this Heuſe; who faid, „ That 
© he had had no other wattant but that for 
te taking J. Miller into cuſtody; on the 15th 
© of March, 1771: It Was directed to Mr. 
« Bonſoy, Mr. Clementſon, and himſelf, with 
« orders to go and take Miller into cuſtody ; 
* and he proceeded, and came to Miller's houfe 
& bout 2 o'clock; and he aſked if Miller was 
ec at home, and was informed he was above 
e ftairs, and would be dow in a little time; 
that he waited about a quarter of an hour, 
cc when M:lkr came down, and went into his 
« compting- houſe ; that he ( Mhitham) follow- 
ed him, and told him, he hoped he would 
© not be ſurprized, that he had the Speaker's 
« Warrant for taking him into cuſtody, and 
offered to ſhew the warrant to him; and 
that he (Miller) juſt caft his eye upon it, 
« and ſaid, that the Meſſenger had no autho- 
& rity to take him, and he ſhould take no 
© notice of it; whereupon he (the Meſſenger) 
© hid his hand upon Miller's arm, and told 
„ him he was his Priſoner, and that he muſt 
ce go with him. filler ſaid, that he had aſ- 
** ſaulted him in his own houſe; and there- 

12 * upon 
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cc upon told one of the perſons preſent to go 
% and fetch ſuch a one, but does not remem- 
4e ber the name of the conſtable, who came 
* in a few minutes, and Miller charged the 
ec conſtable with him for the aſſault, and re- 
« quired the conſtable to carry him before 
„the ſitting alderman ; that as he (//Þit- 
« ham) was going into the court where 
« Miller lives, he ſaw a man, whom he takes 
< to be the conſtable, come out of Miller's 
< houſe, and go into a houſe near the open- 
ce ing into the court; and, by the ſhortneſs of 
c the time, which was about three or four 
„minutes, he judged the conſtable might 
e come from that houſe; that the conſtable 
c came into the compting-houſe, and Miller 
charged him to take the Meſſenger (Mpbit- 
<« ham) into cuſtody; the conſtable charged 
„all preſent to aſſiſt him, and the Meſſenge, 
ce pave the like charge to all preſent on his 
c behalf; that he is not ſure the conſtable 
<« Jaid his hands on him; but, finding they 
te were determined to arreſt him, he made no 
„ reſiſtance z that he apprehends a coach was 
„ready by order, as there was not time to 
call one from the ſtand ; the conſtable, and 
© one 


6 
< one Clarke, and Miller, and he (the Meſ- 


« ſenger), went into the coach, which was 
ordered to drive to Guildhal/, and did ſo. 


© That, when they arrived at Guildhall, 
they went up fairs, and were informed that 
the Sitting Alderman was gone; that as 
© ſoon as they arrived at Guildhal', Clarke 
« went for Mr. Clementſ;n; that he did not 
<< hear any one in particular directed to go to 
the Marfion Houſe ; but that ſeveral perſons 
e followed Miller to Guildhall; and in about 
* a quarter of an hour, word was brought that 
„the Sitting Alderman was at the Manſion 
« Houſe ; whereupon they went thither, and 
<< were taken into the room where buſineſs is 
* uſually done: They ftaid there about a 
& quarter of an hour, when word was brought 
<< that he (Miller) could not be examined till 
© fix o'clock :—That he (Vlitham) deſired 
ge might not be examined before Mr. C- 
„ment, vn came; that they ftaid a ſhort time, 
„ when a gentleman came and deſired Miller 
< and him to follow him, who ſhewed them 
« into a room where people were dining; 
* they dined, and then went into another 
% room, where be and Miller ſtaid till they 
; c were 


6 


tt were called to the Lord Mayor, who was 
& in his bed-chamber with Aldermen Oliver 
„ and Wilkes, and ſeveral other perſons ; that 
e he met Mr. Clementſon as he was going in- 
to the room to the Lord Mayor. The 
„Lord Mayor began by afking Miller con- 
s cerning his being taken into cuſtody by the 
& meſſenger, and Miller gave an account of 
it; then the Lord Mayor aſked bim (the 
* meſſenger) By what authority he took 
« Hiller? He anſwered by the authority of 
„ the Speaker's warrant, which the Lord 
« Mayor ordered him to produce; he did fo, 
and was ordered by Mr. Clementſan to read 
<« it, but not to deliver it out of his hands; 
« that as he was going to read it, the Lord 
« Mayor ſaid, he muſt have the inſpection of 
it, or no notice could be taken of it; 
« that he then delivered it to the Lord 
« Mayor upon his promiſe it ſhould be re- 
„ flored to him; that the Lord Mayor 
« took and read it; and he or Mr. Morris, 
but rather thinks the latter, ordered a copy 
© to be taken of it, and a copy was taken 
& accordingly.:— That the Lord Mayor aſked 
'« him, if he had applied to any Civil Magiſ- 
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cc trate to back the warrant, or whether he 
was a Peace-Officer? To both which he 
<« anſwered in the negative: — The Lord 
& Mayor then aſked, By what authority he 
could take a Citizen into cuſtody ? That he 

„(the meſſenger) anſwered, By the Speaker's 
Warrant, which he thought ſufficient; and 
<« the Lord Mayor then ſaid, He had no autho- 
< rity to take up any one in the City, without 
<< his or the authority of ſome city magiſtrate, 


«Then three witneſſes were ſworn to the facts 
ce which paſſed at Mills; and that therevpon 
Mr. Clement ſon informed the Lord Mayor, 
* that he was come by the Speaker's order to 
© demand the meſſenger and his priſoner: 
he does not recollect the anſwer which was 
„given to this demand; but ſome arguments 
e paſſed, and Mr. Aorris ſpoke a good deal: 
«© Then the Lord Mayor ſaid, that he (the 
«© meſſenger) muſl be committed to the Comp- 
„ter, and Miller muſt be diſcharged; and 
„ ordered a Mittimus to be drawn, and that 
«© he ſaw the Lord Mayor ſign it: That Mr, 
„Morris then ſaid, it would be proper that 
© the cther two Aldermen ſhould fign it, who 


did ſo, in the preſence of him the meſſenger: 
Fa % Phe 
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« The Lord Mayor then ſaid, he did not de- 
c fire them to be concerned, but would take 
„ it upon himſelf: That, before the warrant 
as quite completed, the Lord Mayor or 
« Mr. Morris ſaid, there was bail in the room, 
& if it was liked of; and one Mr. Hurford, 
Mr. Withy, and Mr. Reynoli's an Attorney, 


offered to be bail, before the Lord Mayor 


6 ſaid, I muſt give bail; that he thanked 


<< them, but did not know whether he ſhould - 


© have occaſion for it; and ſaid that he never 
had applied to them for it. 


That he declined giving bail, Mr. Cle- 
« mentſon ſaying it was not proper; and the 
« warrant was ſigned and ſealed : Mr. Clement- 
« /on then ſaid, that he was ready to give 
bail; whereupon the Lord Mayor grew 
„ warm, and ſaid he was trifled with; and 


ce that he then ſaid, that he, or we, would not 
de then take bail, or words to that purpoſe ; up- 


& on which, there was ſome noiſe and clapping © 


ce of hands in the room; and there followed ſome ' 


« diſcourſe between the Lord Mayor, Mr. 
« Clementſon, and Mr, Morris; and he thinks, 
in conſequence, it was agreed. to take bail; 
« and 


aa 


ce and Hurford and Willy gave bail, and Mr, 
& Clement ſon agreed to it. 

That Mr. Clementſon and he (the meſſen- 
&« ger) were aſterwards ſent back from the 
« Speaker's to the Manſion Houſe, for a copy 
ce of the warrant of commitment; and were 
© refuſed it, being told, it was not to be 
found, but, if it ſhould, they might have 
„it in the morning.—I hat he (the meſ- 
e ſenger) went a ſecond and third time; and 
* was told the laſt time, he might have a 
% copy of the Recognizance a little before 
& the Quarter Seſſion, if he deſired it; but 
„ that the copy of the warrant was of no 
„ uſe after bail was given.” 

The Commitee then proceeded to examine 
Mr. Clementſon the Deputy Serjeant at Arms, 
—who ſaid, hat he went to the Speaker's 
& houſe on Friday the 15th of March to fee if 
de the warrant was ſigned for takiug Millar 

into cuſtody ; that the Speaker's ſecretary 


had prepared it, and the Speaker ſigned it; 
„and delivered it to him (Clement/on ) who gave 
© it to the mellenger, and told him, that if 
„ he found any difficulty, to ſend for him; 
6 who ſhould be at home, —T hat he heard 

nothing 


( 


*. nothing more, till half an hour paſt three 
© o'clock; then a perſon came to him, and 
© told him, he mult come, for that the meſ- 
„ ſenger was taken up by a Conſtable, and 
© charged with an aflault.— That he went 
© to the Speaker's, and told him of-it, who 
„ gave him directions to go and demand the 
<< meſſenger, and his priſoner; and that if 
„ bail was neceſſary, he muſt give it; but 
&* that he muſt ſee him committed firſt, —That 
te he went firſt to Guildhall, about five o'clock, 
5 but found nobody there, and was told, he 
<< ſhould hear of them at the Manſiom Houſe. 
« That he went there, and was introduced 
* to the Lord Mayor, in his bed-chamber, 
That he told the Lord Mayor, he 
*© underſtood, that the meſſenger, to whom 
« the warrant was directed fof apprehending 
Hiller, was taken up by a Conſtable, and 
„ chargad with an aſſault; that he therefore 
„ defired to know, if the meſſenger had been 
<< brought before him. —T hat the Lord Mayor 
* faid, he had been told, that a perſon, who 
*< was called a meſſenger of the Houſe of 
„ Commons, had been brought there, and 
« charged with an aſſault, — That he (Clemeni- 
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& ſon) waited in an anti- room till ſix o clock. 
That the meſſenger then came, and Miller 
4 and a Conſtable (Jahn Downe) and a large 
* concourſe of people. — Then they went in, 
© to the Lord Mayor; Alderman /ikes and 
„ Alderman Oliver were there with him.— 
«© The Lord Mayor aſked, what was the pur- 
„ pole of their coming thither? Miller ſaid, 
© he charged Mhiibam, the meſſenger, with 
& an aſſault. On this Mr. Robert Morris ap- 
„ peared, and ſaid he was counſel for Miller 
the proſecutor.— He ſaid, that Miller had 
been violently aſſaulted, and falſely impri- 
„ ſoned, by an illegal warrant.— Done, the 
* Conſtable (who was aſked for by the Lord 
Mayor) ſaid, Miller had applied to him, 


© about one or two o'clock, and had com- 


„ plained of an affault on him, in his own 
* houſe, by the meflenger, and charged him 
to take the meſſenger into cuſtody; he 
therefore took him into cuſtody, in order to 
* carry him before a proper magiſtrate. 
Hiller was then called upon; wuo ſaid, 
© That a perſon who called himſelf a meſ- 
„ ſenger of the Houſe of Commons came ta 
him, and took him into cuſtody, by virtue 
« of 


% 
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of a pretended warrant. That Miller was 
then ſworn by the Lord Mayor, and ſaid 
upon his oath, that what he had before ſaid 
was true, He went on, and ſaid, he had 
refuſed to go with the perſon. — That the 
perſon had uſed violence, and had ſeized 
hold of him, and was pulling him along.— 
That tne Lord Mayor aſked the meſſenger, 
vhar offence Miller had committed, or what 
authority he had for aſſaulting Miller in 
this manner? The meſſenger ſaid, he had 
the Speaker's warrant, directed to him, to 
take Miller into cuſtody. The Lord Mayor 
aſked where the warrant was? That he 
(Clementſon ) told NMitham to open it, and 
read it himſelf.— That the Lord Mayor or 
Mr. Morris (he can't ſay which) ſaid it 
* muſt be produced. — That he (Clementſon) 
* objeted to it for ſome time; but the Lord 
Mayor ſaying it could not be taken notice 
of, if not produced, he delivered it to the 
Lord Mayor, on his promiſing to deliver it 


back to him; that he waited till this time, 
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to ſee the nature of the aſſault charged on 
A hitbam; and finding that it was for exe- 
** cuting the warrant for taking Miller into 
cuſtody, 


E 


«cuſtody, he then told the Lord Mayor, 
that he appeared before him as Deputy 
e Serjeant at Arms of the Houſe of Com- 
© mons; that he came there by the Speaker's 
„directions, and had his commands to de- 
mand not only //hitham the meſſenger, but 
„ likewiſe Millir his Priſoner; and he made 
that demand in the moſt folemn manner he 
& was able. That Mr. Morris, on this, de- 
&« fired he (Clementſon) might be ſworn as an 
« evidence :—But he (Clement/on) declared he 
© would not be ſworn, and ſaid, he did not 
& come as an evidence, but as an officer of the 
&« Houſe of Commons, to execute the com- 
© mands given him by the Speaker.— | he Lord 
Mayor ſaid, he could not take notice of 
any thing in his magiſterial capacity, that 
© was not given upon oath. That he was 
then aſked by Morris, if he refuſed to be 
* examined to any of the facts or circum- 
ce ſtances within his knowledge.—T hat he 
* doubted at firſt what anſwer to give to that; 
© but, on recollection, he ſaid, if there was 
& the leaſt doubt either of the warrant being 
e ſigned by the Speaker, or of his (Clement- 
« ſon's) having the Speakei's commands to 


6 ge- 


'@. 38 


te demand Whitham the meſſenger and Milly 
* his priſoner, he was ready to be fworn to 
« the truth of thoſe matters; but would not 
<« be ſworn generally.— Finding that to be his 
© refolution, Mr. Morris declined ſwearing 
„ him as to thoſe matters; but he (Clment- 
4 /on) again repeated, that if there was any 
doubt as to thoſe matters, he was ready to 
« fwear to them. | 

6 That the Lord Mayor aſked Whitham if he 
« was a Peace-Officer or a Conftable ? he ſaid 
« he was not;—if he had applied to any City 
«© Magiſtrate to back his warrant? he ſaid, he 
„had not: Upon this, the Lord Mayor de- 
« clared, That it was very extraordinary for 
« any Citizen to be taken up in the City of 
London, without the knowledge or autho- 
« rity of the Lord Mayor, or ſome other ma- 
ce oiftrate of the City; and if this was per- 
emitted to be the caſe, it would be trampling 
& on the laws, and there would be an end of 
c the conſtitution of this country. 

„ Then Aller was examined, as to his be- 
« ing a Liveryman of the City of London. — 
The Lord Mayor ſaid, it was his epinion, 
© that no Warrant, but from him or ſome 

* other 
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s other magiſtrate of the tity, was good and 
valid to take up any citizen; that he thought 
« himſelf bound, fo long as he held the great 
“ Office of Chief Magiſtrate of the City of 
„London, to take notice of a proceeding of 
this ſort; and that it was his duty to de- 
« fend the Citizens, and their Rights and 
« Liberties, to the laſt extremity.—He ſaid, 
« he was of opinion, the meſſenger had no 
right to take up Miller, who was a Citi- 
«zen, not being charged with any Felony, 
« Treſpaſs, er Breach. of the Peace. 

6 That Mr. Morris then took four objec- 
<« tions, to the warrant : 


e Firſt, that the words [*Houfe of Com- 
„ mons” ] was not a ſufficient deſcription of 
« the power which had paſſed the Vote, — 
„ That it ſhould have been, [“The Houſe 
of Commons in Parliament aſſembled,” ] 

«Secondly, That [“ J. Mil er“] was no 
<& ſufficient deſcription. of the Perſon. 

„ Thirdly, That the Offence was not in- 
<« ferted ;. and therefore that it was illegal, 
e and without colour of Jaw. 

% Fourthly, That it did not appear, that 
D Fletcher Nerton, Speaker, ] who ſigned the 

warrant, 
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de warraht, was the Sir Fletcher Norten, Who 


is Speaker of the Houſe of Commons. 
„That the Lord Mayor aſked J/hitham, 


© whether he intended to carry Miller away as 


de his priſoner? /Y+:itham ſaid, he did. —The 
„Lord Mayor then ſaid, he thought the war- 
rant was illegal; and therefore he diſcharged 
Miller out of the cuſtody of the meſſenger 
« and ſaid at the ſame time, This Citizen 
$ comes here to claim a citizen's protec- 
« tion of me, and | think he is entitled to it. 
„That then the Lord Mayor proceeded on 
ce the aſſault. Miller proved that VHitbam had 
„ Jaid hold of his arm and pulled him; and 
te that about five minutes afterwards, the con- 
&« ſtable came. After this, Three perſons 
„ were produced to prove the aſſault : 
« Henry Page, of Newgate-Street, Printer. 
John Topping, of the Old-Baily, Printer. 
« Robert Page, of Newgate-Street, Printer. 
4 They proved, That J/hitham laid hold of 
« Miller's arm, and ſaid, he was his priſoner ; 
« and that Miller ſaid, he ſhould not go, or did 
not chuſe to go. That J/hithamſaid, You muſt 
« 90; and Miller ſaid, he ſhould not; and then 


* J/hitham charged every body preſent to aſſiſt 


„him. 


0 
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© him. After this, the Conſtable was brought; 
<« and the Conſtable charged all preſent to aſſiſt 
ce him. 


That the Lord Mayor, on this, gave it 


as his opinion, that the aſſault was fully 


proved; and that JYhitham muſt give ſecuri- 


< ty to appear at the next Seſſion for the City 


c of London, to anſwer ſuch indictments as 
„ ſhould be then found againſt him for the 


„ aſſault and falſe impriſonment, himſelf in 


Forty Pounds, and Two Securities in 
«© Twenty Pounds each; and that Miller was 
© to be bound to appear and make out the 
© charge, —Mr, Morris and many others pre- 


© ſent were ready to be bail for Mpitbam : 


„ That I/hitham was very much frightened, 
and was ready to offer Bail ; but he (Cle- 
* ment/on) inſiſted he ſhould not give Bail.— 
The Lord Mayor deſired it might be noticed 
< that bail was offered; but not accepted by 
« JY/itham. 


« Then the Lord Mayor directed a warrant 
© to. be made out; and the perſon who had 
ce theſe directions he ſaw fill up what he ſup- 
cc poſed was the warrant; and the Lord Mayor 


« declared, it was a warrant for commit- 
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« ting Mitham to the Compter.—That he ſaw 
& the Lord Mayor fign that paper. —On this, 
&« Mr, Morris deſired the other two Aldermen 
4c might ſign the warrant, as well as his Lord- 
« ſhip; elſe it might be ſuppoſed, that they 
« did not concur in opinion with his Lord- 
c ſhip.—The Lord Mayor ſaid, he did not 
ce defire any body elſe to ſign it, though the 
« two Aldermen declared themſelves ready to 
c doit; and he particularly ſaid to Alderman 
« I ilkes, I think you have enough upon your 
« hands already.—T he warrant however was 
& directed to be altered by the Clerk into the 
6 plural number; and he ſaw that paper ſigned by 
te the other two Aldermen, Willes and Oliver. 
That he aſked the Lord Mayor, if it was 
s ſigned by them all; and he ſaid, it was; and 
c directions were given by the Lord Mayor, 
« and Mr. VFilles, to the Conſtable, that he 
& (Whitham) might be uſed kindly in priſon. 
& That juſt before they were going to take 
< him away, he thought that, this being a 
« Commitment, he had gone far enough; 
« and then he offered Bail.—That the Lord 
% Mayor grew warm at this, and ſaid, that 


& he found that this proceeding meant to ex- 
*© aggerate 


(16 


te aggerate the Offence or Buſineſs, or the 
&* Proceeding ; he could not recollect exactly 
* the word he made uſe of. | 

& That, after this was done, he came back 
&© immediately to the Speaker; and upon his 
“e relating what had happened, he deſired him 
* ko go back and try to get a copy of the 
e warrant of Commitment. The Lord Mayor 
e ſaid, he could not tell where to find it then, 
every body being gone away; but that if 
it was not deſtroyed, being now of no uſe, 
« he ſhould have a copy; but that I knew he 
ec had ſigned it alone firſt, and that afterwards 
&« Alderman Hikes and Alderman Oliver de- 
cc fired to ſign it too; and that he and Alder- 
© man Oliver ſhould, in their places in the 
« Houſe of Commons, admit their having 
&« ſigned ſuch a warrant ; but that he ſhould 
„ have a copy of it in the morning if it 
« could be found. — That he applied again on 
« Saturday morning to the Lord Mayor for 
* a copy of the warrant; he faid he could 
© not yet find it; that ſome of them had 
de taken it away, and he knew not where it 
« was, but that if it could be found, Mit- 
% ham ſhould have a copy of it; that it did 
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not ſignify, for that he did not mean to deny 
„hat had been done, or make uſe of. any 
40 ſubterfuge; and that this was all that he 
© (Clementſon) had done. That he did not 


©* go to execute the warrant himſelf ; and that 


« jt was not ſealed. 

„ And he further added this circumſtance, 
„ that he recollects, when the Lord Mayor 
6 had ſigned the Mittimus, and he the Depu- 
' < ty Serjeant had offered Bail, the Lord Mayor 
grew warm, and made uſe of ſome expreſ- 
„ ſion, that he ſhould not take Bail then, or 
words to that purpoſe ; ſaying that this pro- 
<« ceeding meant to exaggerate the oftence, or 
words to that effect; but he ſoon afterwards 
„ ſaid, he muſt take bail. 

That he endeavoured to ſerve the order 
of the Houſe on J. helle; and went on 
« Thurſday the 28th of February, to his 
«© (Iheble's) ſhop, and enquired for him, and 
< the ſervant ſaid, he was not at home, but 
< would be in an hour's time; ; that he call- 
<« ed again, and received the ſame anſwer ;— 
ce that he called again, and was anſwered by 
% a Jad in the ſhop, who ſaid he was an ap- 
<< prentice, that he was not at home, being 

| © gone 


WS. 
« gone to the other end of the town; and 
ce that his maſter had waited all the day 
e before, expecting him. That he (Clement- 
« ſon) then ſaid, that he would call again in 


an hour, and bid him tell his maſter. 
That he did ſo; and was told, he Meble) 
* had been in, and was gone out again; buc 


if he would let him know where be (Cle- 


ce mentſon) might be found, he would wait on 
6 him.—That he went to a Coffee-houſe, 
* and waited; then called again, and was 
told, J/heble was expected to dinner at 
three o'clock. 


„as not at home, but would be ſoon.— 
That he called again at four and five o'clock, 
“ ind received the ſame anſwers.— That he 
left word he was the Deputy Serjeant at Arms, 
and would be there again at half an hour 
„ paſt nine in the morning; which he ac- 
„ cordingly was, and was told by the ſame 
© perſon, that Meble was not at home, but 
< ſaid, he had delivered the meſſage he had 
«left with him, and that his maſter ſaid, he 


*\was very ſorry he was obliged to go out, 
K 3 «and 


That he called at half 
* an hour'paſt three, and was told that Mheble 
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6 and he left no word when he would be 


« at home.—T hat he called again at eleven 
& o'clock, and he was not at home; but was 
„ anſwered, he might be in, in half an hour. 
That he went again on Saturday at Ten 
& o'clock, and the apprentice ſaid, he was not 


© at home, but would be in the afternoon ; 


* and ſaid it with a ſmile, as if laughing at my 
frequent calling; and ſaid, if he would 
leave word where he might be found, we 
will ſend you word when he is at leiſure.— 
% That he (Cementſon) ſaid, he would be 
ce there at ſeven o'clock, which he accord- 
„ ingly was, but was told, he (Vbeble) was 
© not at home, and had ſent for his linen, 
c and therefore was not exprcted till Monday. 

„That he did not go to Thompſon till Fri- 
& Jay the Firſt of March, becauſe there were 
« two R. Thompſens, one Richard, the other 
% Robert.—T hat he found, at the Stamp- 


„ Office, that Thompſon had been ſummoned 
< before the Commiſſioners to give ſecurity 
and ſaid his name was Robert :—T hat he 


„ ſent a meſſenger to enquire in the neigh- 
© bourhood, and found there was but one :— 


„That he went to Thompſon's houſe, and was 


„told 


(s 
s told by a man he was not at home, nor coul 
56 tell when he would be, or whether he was in 
© town; that he had ſeen him two or three 
days before; that nobody knew more about 
„ Thompſon than himſelf, and if he (Clement- 
„ /on) would leave a meſſage, he would deliver 
it: — That VMilliams the meſſenger then ſaid, 
© You know our buſineſs; to which he made 
* no anſwer :— That he went again at eleven 
* o'clock ; and the ſervant ſaid, Thompſon was 
„ not at home; for he had not ſeen him, and 
© nobody knew better than he; and ſaid, that 
if he (Clementſon) had buſineſs with Thomp- 
& ſon, it was uſually left with him firſt and 
that no time was more likely to meet with 
* him than that day or to-morrow. 
That he (Clement/on) went again on Sa- 
c turday; and the ſame perſon told him Thomp- 
& /on was not at home, but would be in half 
& an hour, but had no reaſon for thinking ſo: 
That he went twice afterwards, and he 
„% was not at home, nor had been, and that 
© he did not know when he would be:— 
«© That he (Clementſon) ſaid, Then he will 
ce not ſee me; and received for anſwer, he 
e could not tell.” 
K 4 And 
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And he farther ſaid, That there had been 


one more attempt ſince, to execute the 
e warrants on Mheble and Thompſon ; that Mr. 
* Speaker had made an alteration in the direc- 
<< tion of the warrants, by inſerting the name 
« of Hood the meſſenger; that Mood took 
„ the warrant, and he (Clement/on) followed 
< after, to endeavour to find ZFheble and Thom p- 
« ſon; that he (Clement/on) waited at a Cof- 
© fee-houſe in /77eble's neighbourhood ; that 


Mood went and endeavoured to find them, 
“ but without effect.“ 


Your Committee then proceeded to examine 
Charles Wilkams the meſſenger; who ſaid, 
„ he attended the Serjeant, in endeavouring 
© to ſerve the warrants on Wheble and Thomp- 

« ſon, on Thurſday the Twenty-eighth day of 
«& February : — That he went fix or ſeven 
« times to JYheble's houſe; that he did not 
e find him at home, but was told he would 
be at home ſoon, 


That he went to Thompſon's ſeveral times, 
c and received the ſame ſort of anſwers ; that 
the buſineſs they came upon was known at 


„both 
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ce both places; and that he had read Mr, Cl-- 


© mentſon's minutes at the time, which he 
found were right.” 


The Committee then proceeded to examine 
Guy Mood the meſſenger 3 who ſaid, ** He had 
ee the Speaker's warrant, about the Tenth or 
« Eleventh of March, to arreſt Thompſon and 
« J/eble; that he received it from the De- 
„ puty Serjeant ; that his (Wood's) name was 
© inſerted in the warrant ; that he went with 
% one Mr. Lee to Thompſon's houſe ; that Lee 
„went in and enquired for Th-mp/ſon ; that 
* they had agreed, that, if Lee ſtaid above a 
© minute, he (Voad) was to come in after 
* him; but Lee not finding him at home, 
* came out immediately, 


& That they went from thence to Vheble's, 
&« and proceeded in the ſame manner. Lee 
went in, and was told Meble was gone into 
* the country: They then went to the Green 
& Dragon in Fleet-Street, where Iheble's Even- 
ing Papers are delivered, and ſtaid ſome 
time, to try if they could ſee him come af- 


eiter his Papers, or about his buſineſs, but 
could 
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& could ſee nothing of him: That they have 
* made- ſeveral enquiries ſince, and. can hear 
nothing of him.” 


* 


Vour Committee having thus ſtated the 
evidence of the Facts and Circumſtances re- 
lative to the late Obſtructions to the Execu- 
tion of the Orders of this Houſe, as it ap- 
peared before them, &c. 


VoTEs 
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Vorzs of May 9, 1777. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being 
propoſed, ©** That an humble Addreſs be 
<< preſented to His Majeſty, to expreſs the 
«*« juſt ſenſe this Houſe entertains of His 
© Majeſty's regard for the laſting welfare 
„ and happineſs of His People; and, as 
© this Houſe cannot omit any opportunity 
© of ſhewing their zeal and regard for His 
„ Majeſiy's honour, and the proſperity of His 
« Family, humbly to beſeech His Majeſty, 
„ that, in conſideration of the High rank 
6 and dignity of their Royal Highneſſes the 
„ Dukes of Gloucefler and Cumberland, He 
& would be graciouſly pleaſed to make ſome 
& addition to their annual income, out of 
&« the Revenues chearfully granted His Ma- 
e jeſty, for the expences of the Civil Go- 
„ yvernment, and better ſupporting the Ho- 
* nour and Dignity of the Crown; and to 
&« afture His Mzjeſty that this Houfe will 
enable his Majeſty effectually to perform 
the ſame, as nothing will more conduce 
* to the ſtrengthening of His Majeſty's go- 

«© vernment, 
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« vernment, than honourably ſupporting the 
40 Dignity of the different branches of the 
Royal Family.“ 

And the previous Queſtion being put, 

That that Queſtion be now put';” 

It paſſed in the negative. 


Mr. Wilkes obſerved, that the + two ha- 
nourable gentlemen with the b!u/hing ribbands, 
who oppoſed the Motion, declared that they 
did it chiefly from what they thought @ want 
of delicacy to the Crown, but that in his opinion 
the rea] honour and e{icacy of the Crown were 
ellentially and deeply wounded by the preſent 
unhappy ſituation of our Sovereign's own bro- 
thers, which was of the moſt univerſal noto- 
riety, and highly to'be lamented; that the 
eller had been driven into a kind of honour- 

able 


— 


a 


+ Sir John Griffin Griffin, Member for Ando. 
ver, and Sir George Howard, Member for Stam- 
ford, have both regiments in his Majeſty's ſervice, 
both of cavalry, are both Lieutenants-General, 


and both Knights of the Bath. 
| Fortunati a 
Ambo animis, ande inſignes prællantibus armis. 
Hic fietate prior. 


VIRGIL. 
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able exile at Rome, and the younrer was not 
enabled to ſupport the dignity of his high birth 
and rank among us ; that as to the caſe of the 
late Duke of Cumberland, which had been 
mentioned, although he enjoyed an income of 
above 40, ocol. a year, he lived with his royal+ 
Father, that great patron of liberty, by whom all 

the 


+ So excellent a King, that was to this----- 
SHAKESPEARE, 


Long his loſs ſhall England weep, 
Ne'er again his likenels ſee ; 
Long her ſtrains in ſorrow ſteep, 
Strains of immortality. GRAY, 


This humane Prince on many occaſions ventured 
his life in the cauſe of Herty. His diſtinguiſhed bra- 
very at the batiles of Oudenarde and Dettingen was 
the frequent ſubject of the unſuſpected praiſe of our 
inveterate enemies, the French, He was always a 
ſteady friend to the liberties of mankind, and like the 
former princes of bis houſe, and of the Naſſau line, 
kept a watchful eye over the Houſe of Bourbon, 
well knowing their determined enmity to this free go- 
vernment, and their long meditated ſchemes for graſp- 
ing at uni ve“ monarchy. He often checked the reſt- 
lets ambition of France in its mad career, by the moſt 
firm, wiſe, and ſucceſsful mealures. At his death he 
left England in poſſeſſion of the capitals of the French 
in Aſia and Amcrica, and of many other important 
conqueſts there, as wel) as in Europe and Africa. 
The moſt valuable of theſe conqueſts were loſt ſoon 
after by a ſtroke of his gran4n's pen, which proved 

| | more 
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the expences of his houſehold were defrayed, 
and that he died unmarried, whereas the pre- 
ſent King's Brothers were both married, and 
had, with very incompetent revenues, ſeparate 
families and eſtabliſhments, which conſti- 
tuted no part of his Majeſty's houſehold ar- 
rangements or expences, He added, that we 
ought not to be prodigal to the Sovereign, and 
penurious to his Brothers ; that the whole il- 
luſtrious Houſe of Brunſwick claimed our re- 


88 and gratitude; that the wiſdom of Par- 
liament 


more fatal to England than all the ſwords of all our 


enemies. 

It is juſtice to the memory of the late K ing to * 
clare, that he no leſs endeavoured to make his people 
free and happy at home, than to carry the glory of 
the Britiſh arms to the higheſt pitch every where 
abroad. During his reign the /awvs were reſpected and 
obeyed, Liberty and juftice fat with him on the 
throne. The execution of Earl Ferrers impreſſed all 
foreign nations with the greateſt idea of the ſacredneſs 
of our laws, and the protection they afford the meaneſt 
ſubject, under a firm and mild ſovereign. It was like- 
wiſe believed, that if the Court-Martial on Lord George 
Sackville had pronounced the ſentence, which was ex- 
pected by all Europe, the juſtice of his late Majeſty would 
have ordered it to have been carried into execution. 

The penſioned Doctors, Shebbeare and Johnſon, and 
all the other miniſterial writers of the court, have been 
indefatigable for many years in vilifying the memory 
of our late Sovereign, and tearing the laurels from 

his 
8 


\ 


* 


Cr 


liament ſhould carry the Houſe into a view 
of futurity, and of poſſible contingencies; 
to provide in all events for the public ſafe- 
ty, good order, and tranquillity 5 that what 
the honourable + gentleman, who made the 
motion, had mentioned with due horror, 
of our being obliged to fetch from Rome a Sove- 
reign born and educated there, was not ſo wild 
and abſurd an idea as it had been repreſented 
by other gentlemen ; that purple fevers, and 
various epidemical diſeaſes, had ſometimes 
In a very ſhort period ſwept away whole fa- 

milies; 


* RY —_— — 


his tomb. The firft addreſs of the Houſe of Lords to 
the preſent King, on Nov. 18, 1760, is the beſt con- 
futation of all the volumes of a legion of theſe hirelings. 
«« The long experience which we had of his royal 
« yirtues, the benignity of his government, and his 
"= uniform care of our laws and liberties, not interrupt - 
« ed in any one inſtance, during the courſe of ſo many 
« years, demand from us the moſt grateful acknow- 
« ledg:ments ; and will make his memory as dear to 
« us as the height and ſplendor to which he had raiſed 
« the greatneſs of theſe kingdoms will render it glo- 
« rious to all poſterity.” R 
After the demiſe of the crown, will there be found 
any Lord proſtitute enough, will there be a Sandwich, 
to move ſuch a paragraph in the firft Addreſs of the 
Houſe of Lords to his preſent Majeſty's Succefor ? 


+ Sir James Lowther, Baronet, Member for Cum- 
berland. 
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miliesz that towards the beginning of this 
century ſeveral Dauphins of France had died 
within a few months of each other, and the 
Bourbon line was believed to be in ſome danger 
of being extinct ; that the + numerous, imme- 
diate poſterity of George II. had been reduced 
to a very ſmall number ; that al] families might 
ſuffer theſe moſt cruel loſſes, but in caſes of 
this great national concern, we could not be 
too provident, too vigilant for the general 
ſafety. Mr. Willes farther remarked, that 
it was impoſſible to miſunderſtand this buſi- 
neſs; that it was, „Will you drive the 
King's own Brothers into exile?” or “ de- 
ee grade them to the rank of private noble- 
„ men?” or © will you ſhew your duty to the 
« King, whoſe heart glows wik all the ten- 
e derneſs of true fraternal affection, and teſti- 
« fy your regard to the honour of the na- 
tion, by making a princely and competent 
„ proviſion 


— 


+ Every true friend of the Houſe of Brunſwick 
ſees with affliction, how rapidly ſome of the prin- 
cipal branches of the family have dropped off. 


Junius, vol. 2, page 89. 


Te ot 


& proviſion for your Sovereign's own Brothers, 
c the two Royal Dukes, the children of Eng- 
« land?” He concluded with expreſſing a 
pleaſing hope, that the vote of every gentle- 
man in the Houſe would be governed by that 
liberality of ſentiment, which ought to carac- 
terize the repreſentatives of a great, power- 
ful, and free people. 


Vet I. L SPEECHES, 


1 
* 
- 


—́— — — ——— —— — 


„ . ————— 


n 


. 


ard... at. 1 


— — 


& 


art, ae: wv 2 


ö 
, 
a 


(147 


9 
E E C H 
| E 
8. 


1777 
April 16 
28 : | 
oy 5 i | 
May x : | 


PR 
QO'T.E-S 
* 
8. 


1777 
: I 6 — 
— 


Page 1 
56 


70 


46 
50 


- 
E 
D 
O 
E 


ERRATA IN THE FIRST VOLUME. 


Fl 


Page 125. in the note, line 1. after“ Perſian,” add 
* Armenian,” Line 2. after Gentoo, &c, &c, add, 
* and above all in the Er/e.” Line 17 after“ neither, 
add, His Grace's idea of liberty comprehends every 
e thing that is wild and lawleſs, The monſter is of 
© his own creation, and then he comes in a rage, like 
« the Saturn of the heathen mythology, to _— 
* his own offspring.” 
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Page 132. line 11. of the note, for“ A ſhort Ac- 
* count of a late Adminiſtration,” read A ſhort 


« Account of a late rt Adminiſtration.“ 
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Page 179. line 12. for 148, read 1 50.“ 


ERRATA IN THE SECOND VOLUME. 


* 


Page 7. line 14. for © its beams, read, * its 
© beams?” | 


Page 34. note, line 13. for I will die ix the laſt 
cc Dyke,” read, I will die oz the laſt Dyke.“ 


Page 63. line 2. for *exquilitive,” read, “ex quiſite. 


Page 81. note, line 17. for © if precife meaning, 
read, if any preciſe meaning.” 
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